Discussion starters for asking questions
about calling and discipleship
By Rev. Ashlee Alley Crawford
Everyone wants to spend their lives doing something that has meaning,
uses their gifts, and is something that they enjoy doing. God’s call for
all people is, first, to be in relationship with God, and second, to work in
the world. Frederick Buechner speaks of the second type of call this way:

Asking questions can help us unlock our deep gladness and how we

The
God
Conversation

The
Gift
Conversation

The
Passion
Conversation

The
Spiritual Growth
Conversation

The
Opportunities
Conversation

• What do you believe/know/hope
about God?

• Do you have a sense of your
spiritual gifts and natural
talents? What are they?

• What is something that you do well
and enjoy doing?

• In the Wesleyan tradition, we
speak of "acts of piety” (bible
study, prayer, fasting, worship,
sharing your faith, sacraments,
accountability, etc.) as ways to
grow in our relationship with God.
What acts of piety do you practice?

• Has anyone ever given you an
opportunity that allowed you to use
your gifts in leadership and service?
Why did they offer it to you?

• How do you experience God in
your life today and/or in the
past?
• How does belief in God shape
how you understand yourself
and others?
• How does your knowledge
about God motivate you to
action in the world?
• In Moses’ story, God speaks
through a burning bush. What
does God's voice sound like
to you?

• Who has affirmed these gifts
and talents in you?
• How have you used these gifts
and talents to benefit yourself?
• How have you used these gifts
and talents to benefit others?
• What do you want to do with
your gifts and talents?

• What are some things (social
injustice issues) that really
“fire you up” or bother you?
• What are some things that you
could talk about/write about/think
about/do for long periods of time
and never get bored?
• Has anyone ever commended
you for your enthusiasm about
something? What was it?
• If you could give a million dollars
to someone/something, what
would it be? Why? What would
you want them to do with the
money?

• What would it look like for you to
connect with God daily? How do
you make that happen? How
would you spend that time?
• Who in your life could you commit
to staying accountable with in
spiritual practices?
• What do you want from God in
your spiritual life?
• What does offering your life as a
"living sacrifice" mean?

• Who do you know that has your
"dream job"/"dream service
opportunity?" What would you say
to them if they were here now?
• What kind of opportunities are
available for you in using your gifts,
talents, and passions in the world
in the weeks/months ahead?
• What could 2 or 3 people in your
community do about the injustice
issue that “fires you up” in the 2
months ahead?
• What are you willing to do to open
up more opportunities?

The Bonus
Conversation
After you've had 5 Cups of Coffee and
enjoyed some conversation, what do
next steps look like for both of you?
Mentor, is there a way that you can
continue to support and encourage your
mentee? Mentee, what does it look like
to step out in faith?
We want to hear about how God is at
work in your lives as you both live out
your call as a disciple of Jesus!
Share your experiences with us!
Facebook or Instagram:

#5cupsofcoffee

Email:

kelly@ntcumc.org

experience the world’s deep hunger. Do you know someone struggling
to know what God’s call is in his or her life? Invite them to join you for

Learn more at:

a cup of coffee and share with them in each of these 5 important

www.ntcumc.org/bom/call-to-ministry/
discerning

conversations. You’ll both walk away with more than just 5 cups of
coffee. You may both end up with clarity about calling and discipleship.

Exodus 3:1-15

1 Corinthians 12

Micah 6:8

Romans 12:1-2

Colossians 3:17
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Lay People

Lay People

Lay or Clergy

Ordained & Licensed Clergy

All Church Members

Deaconess & Home Missioner

Certified in Specialized Ministry

Deacon

• Community ministry
• Health and wellness

• Christian education
• Children’s ministry
• Ministry with people with disabilities
• Ministry with the poor
• Spiritual formation
• Camp and Retreat

• Social services and advocacy
• Age-level spiritual development
• Church-related or ecumenical agencies
• Denomination-wide service

Lead church ministries and share God’s love with
neighbors through words and actions
• Visit the hospitalized or homebound
• Committee participation
• Advocate for the poor or marginalized
• Mission and Outreach

• Prayer and Worship
• Discipleship
• Evangelism
• Lead small groups
• And much more

Lay Servant

Serves the local church or charge to inspire the laity to a
deeper commitment to Christ
• Teaching
• Preaching

• Organization
• Other ministries

Consecrated and commissioned to a lifelong, full-time
vocational ministry of love, justice and service in a
church-related or helping profession

• Education
• Social services
• Other ministries

Certified Lay Minister

Provides congregational leadership as part of a ministry
team under the supervision of a clergy person
• Assisting in program leadership
• Serving as a witness to the community

• Providing care
• Preaching

Specialty trained and approved for a ministry specialty

• Collegiate
• Evangelism
• Older Adults
• Music Ministry
• Urban Ministry
• Youth Ministry

Missionary

Serves in Christ’s name around the world in a range of
activities and professions

• Pastors
• Educators
• Health coordinators
• Agriculturalists
• Doctors
• Other ministries
• Congregational and leadership developers
• Regional coordinators for United Methodist Committee on Relief

Word, Service, Compassion and Justice

• Chaplaincy
• Worship leader
• Educator
• Other ministries

Elder

Word, Service, Sacrament and Order
• Church-related or ecumenical agencies
• Social services and advocacy
• District superintendent

• Parish pastor
• Chaplaincy
• Bishop

Local Pastor

Licensed for pastoral ministry or chaplaincy
`• Preaching and teaching

• Pastoral care
• Presiding over the sacraments where appointed

