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IX. DAILY PROCEEDINGS

SUNDAY AFTERNOON AND EVENING
June 5, 2016

Laity Session 
First United Methodist Church, Carrollton, Texas, 3:30 p.m.

The laity session of the North Texas Conference was held at First United Methodist Church 
RI CDUUROOWRQ� $IWHU LQWURGXFWLRQ RI QRPLQDWHG CRQIHUHQFH /D\ /HDGHU JH൵ %RXLV� \RXWK 
representatives of the Conference Council on Youth Ministries led a service of remembrance for 
North Texas Conference laity who were members of past Annual Conferences and died during the 
last year.
 
The 2016 Harry Denman Evangelism Awards for Laity and Youth were celebrated with video 
tributes. Award winners were Judy Kline (Greenland Hills UMC), adult, and youth Haley Macha 
(Stonebridge UMC).

Wil Murphy was the guest speaker. He spoke to the gathered members regarding the conference 
theme, Witness, introducing testimonies from Henry Martinez and Jason Redick regarding their 
witnesses in ministry and inviting members to bear witness to Jesus Christ in all they do.

Conference Lay Leader Linda Parks closed the session.

Clergy Session
Christ United Methodist Church, Plano, Texas, 3:30 p.m.

The North Texas Conference clergy gathered at Christ United Methodist Church, Plano, and Bishop 
Michael McKee called the meeting to order at 3:35 p.m. Vic Casad moved that local pastors be 
included throughout the business session. The motion was seconded and the body approved. Host 
pastor Don Underwood welcomed the clergy and opened with prayer.

Bishop McKee addressed the session, harkening back to the early beginnings of Methodism. He 
reminded clergy that we gather to remember what our callings are. We are people of the covenant. 
He introduced Jan Davis and thanked her for her service to the North Texas Conference. He gave 
a special thanks to those on the BOM and to Jan Davis, chair.

In her opening remarks, Jan Davis thanked the clergy of the North Texas Conference for the 
SULYLOHJH RI VHUYLQJ ZLWK WKHP� 6KH WKHQ WKDQNHG WKH %20� LWV H[HFXWLYH R൶FHUV� DQG 'XDQH 
VanGiesen.

'DYLV LQWURGXFHG JLOO JDFNVRQ�6HDUV� CDQGLGDF\ 5HJLVWUDU� DQG WKDQNHG KHU IRU FHUWL¿FDWLRQ RI 
candidates. 

Jackson-Sears invited all to a ministry training. She called attention to Question 19, the list 
RI FHUWL¿HG FDQGLGDWHV� DGGHG 0DUWKD 9DOHQFLD WR WKH OLVW IURP WKH 0HWUR 'LVWULFW VLQFH 201�� 
and asked that any corrections be submitted in writing. Jackson-Sears then introduced Marsha 
Middleton for the Local Pastors Report. 
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Middleton noted the list of those who have been licensed and appointed as local pastors—full 
time and part time. Clergy voted to approve, as well, Question 21c—students from other annual 
conferences serving as local pastors and enrolled in a school of theology listed by the University 
Senate. Bishop McKee gave a special word of appreciation to Middleton and to local pastors.

Larry George addressed Questions 24a and b, as well as Questions 25 and 26, concerning those 
who have been appointed from other annual conferences or Methodist denominations and those 
who have been approved to serve from other Christian denominations. The body voted to approve. 
*HRUJH WKHQ LQWURGXFHG %LOO\ (FKROV�5LFKWHU� CKDLU RI 3UHSDUDWLRQV DQG 4XDOL¿FDWLRQV�
 
Echols-Richter read the names of those recommended as Provisional Members, both deacons and 
elders. They came forward, faced the body, and each was voted on individually. They were all 
approved as provisional members, were received with a standing ovation, and Bishop McKee 
shook their hands.

Echols-Richter called attention to Question 29, those being continued as provisional members, 
adding the name of Alex Williams, and Question 30, those coming from other Christian 
denominations who have had their orders recognized.

Echols-Richter then read the names of those recommended to be elected as members in full 
connection, elder. They came forward, and Bishop McKee asked them the historic questions for 
elder. Each was voted into conference membership and introduced to the body. All new members 
in full connection received an extended standing ovation.
 
The following persons were presented for election into full membership and ordination: As elders: 
(GJDU %D]DQ� 6FRW %RQWUDJHU� 3DWULFN +R൵PDQ� COD\WRQ +RUWRQ� 6WHYH 0DUWLQH]� JHQQD 0RUULVRQ� 
Susan Robb was approved to transfer from deacon to elder.

Larry George addressed Question 38 concerning those who had been received by transfer from 
other annual conferences of The United Methodist Church: Andrew Fiser. George addressed 
Question 41, as well, concerning those transferred out to other annual conferences.

Stan Copeland addressed Questions 42a and 42b, discontinuing provisional members Scott Melton, 
Mona Millard, and Walt Lunde, Jr. Bishop McKee called for a vote on Question 44 – those granted 
the status of honorable location-retired. The question passed. The body then voted on Questions 
�6E DQG F� WR DOORZ ZLWKGUDZDO RI FRQIHUHQFH PHPEHUVKLS E\ 9LUJLH +ROEURRN DQG JDPHV 'RU൵�

The Bishop reminded the body that those who died during the year would be remembered later in 
WKH HYHQLQJ� +H WKHQ FDOOHG IRU D PRPHQW RI VLOHQFH� IROORZLQJ ZKLFK KH R൵HUHG SUD\HU IRU WKRVH 
elders and local pastors who died during the year.

The body voted to approve those ordained members on personal, family, or medical leave.

The names of those retired elders, deacon, and local pastors were read: elders—Charles Carnahan, 
JDPHV 'RU൵� 6DQGUD 0LQRU� %HQ 5HDG� JXGLWK 5HHG\� 'DYLG 5XFNHU� %LOO\ 6KDGGR[� JRKQ 6RSHU� 
GHDFRQ—.DWKHULQH %HW]� ORFDO SDVWRUV—:DOW /XQGH� JU�� 3DWULFLD 0DKD൵H\� 0RQD 0LOODUG� CDUORV 
Nascimento, John Richardson. Their retirement was approved. They were invited to the front of 
the session where the Bishop shook their hands and they received a standing ovation.

Elizabeth Moseley presented Questions 58–63 regarding specialized ministry and lay ministry.
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Question 64 named those who constitute the Board of Ministry Committee on Investigation. They 
are: Tommy Brumett, Jeremiah Booker, Linda Roby, and Dyan Dietz, clergy; Debbie Chapman, 
Lucretia Facen, and Clay Womack, alternate clergy; Sharon Spratt, Richard Stanford, and Gary 
Southard, laity; Susan Anderson, Frank Jackson, and Kay Porter, alternate laity.

Question 68 named Patty Evans as the diaconal minister who died during the year. The Bishop 
R൵HUHG D SUD\HU RI WKDQNVJLYLQJ�

Question 72 named Linda Elms in retired relationship to the annual conference as diaconal minister.

Jan Davis reported on those elders and deacons approved for less-than-full-time service. Davis 
concluded her report by saying that she had great hope for our conference and denomination and 
will miss the conference as she takes an appointment to serve the Arkansas conference. Davis 
received a standing ovation. She announced that Timothy Morrison will chair the BOM for the 
QH[W TXDGUHQQLXP� 'DYLV PDGH RQH FRUUHFWLRQ WR 4XHVWLRQ ��� FKDQJLQJ WKH ¿QDO GD\ RI VHUYLFH 
for John Rosenburg at Spring Valley UMC to June 30, 2016. She then moved passage of the entire 
report of the Board of Ordained Ministry, and it was approved. Bishop McKee thanked the interim 
pastors for jobs well done. The clergy session concluded at 4:54 PM.

The full reports of the divisions of the Board of Ordained Ministry are printed in this journal in 
Section IV. AGENCY REPORTS under the heading, Board of Ordained Ministry.

Worship Service
St. Andrew United Methodist Church, Plano, Texas, 7:00 p.m.

At opening worship, sacred dancers from the Sacred Dance Ministry of St. Luke “Community” 
UMC presented the cross. A multi-church choir made of members from St. Luke “Community” 
UMC, St. Paul UMC, and Hamilton Park UMC provided the music of the evening. Candidates for 
commissioning and ordination carried in lanterns as they accompanied the families of the saints to 
be remembered in the opening hymn.

/DUU\ *HRUJH UHPHPEHUHG WKH VDLQWV WKDW KDYH EHHQ LQÀXHQWLDO LQ VR PDQ\ OLYHV� *HRUJH VDLG 
that when Irish poet Seamus Heaney died in 2013, he texted three last words to his wife: “Be 
QRW DIUDLG�´ $Q ,ULVK JUD൶WL DUWLVW SDLQWHG WKRVH ZRUGV RQ WKH VLGH RI D EXLOGLQJ LQ D JULWW\ SDUW RI 
Dublin. When asked why, he said, “For good people in hard times.” George gave thanks for those 
departed companions in faith who dedicated themselves to the ordained and lay ministries of the 
church, believing that God had called them to “Be not afraid,” that their witness—their courageous 
OLYLQJ DQG FRPSDVVLRQDWH ORYLQJ� WKHLU MR\IXO VDFUL¿FHV DQG WKHLU WLUHOHVV VHUYLFH FRXOG� LQ WUXWK� 
become the very gifts of God … a witness that continues to guide and inspire all, even in hard 
times of loss, and bereavement, and even fear.

George invited people to stand in grateful memory of each one who had particularly touched 
their lives. The names of the 11 North Texas Conference clergy and clergy spouses who died 
in the last year appeared on screens during a time of remembrance, while the Mass Choir sang 
³,¶P 'HWHUPLQHG WR :DON ZLWK JHVXV�´ TKRVH UHPHPEHUHG LQFOXGHG HOGHUV JH൵HUVRQ (� 'DYLV� JU�� 
James Marion Gatlin, Jimmie H. Mobley; local pastors Lewis N. Stokes and Billy Wilder; diaconal 
minister Patty Evans; and clergy spouses Vernice (Mrs. Joseph) Funk, Margaret A. (Mrs. Douglas) 
Hoke, Denise Johnson (Mrs. Charles) Stovall, Lanelle (Mrs. Ira) Thompson, and Marcia (Mrs. 
Richard) Wilson.
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During the worship service, guest musical director and singer, the Rev. Dr. Cynthia Wilson, 
assistant vice president for student life and dean of students at Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary in Evanston, Illinois, performed Handel, Mahalia, Bach and boogie. She involved 
the congregation and walked down the aisles singing, “Will You Be a Witness for My Lord?” 
Throughout the evening the choir performed inspirational songs of witness.
 
The preacher for the evening was Bishop William T. “Bill” McAlilly, resident bishop of the 
Tennessee Conference. Elected bishop in 2012, Bishop McAlilly has led small churches in the 
Mississippi Delta to large congregations in Tupelo, Mississippi. He has also helped establish new 
ones in the suburbs of Memphis.

Bishop McAlilly repeatedly asked “Can I get a witness for Jesus?” as he discussed how fear can 
make one do strange things. He emphasized that “fear” is not a new emotion for the people of 
God. The disciples felt it when they were left without a leader (Jesus). Fear gripped them until 
Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit onto them. We (the Church) do not live our lives as though we have 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Chronic anxiety keeps crying “Wolf!” just like the Three Little Pigs.

Bishop McAlilly shared many stories of fear in his childhood. He addressed the fear of losing our 
children to a killing spree at their schools, and counseled turning to the scriptures to gain courage 
and release from fear. He said that if United Methodists are going to be relevant in this world, 
we need to give the church back to Jesus Christ. He added that “he is not afraid of what is going 
to happen to The United Methodist Church because Jesus said ‘He is the Way, the Truth and the 
/LIH�¶´ TKH FKXUFK QHHGV GHVSHUDWHO\ WR EHOLHYH WKDW LW LV SRVVLEOH IRU WKLQJV WR EH GL൵HUHQW� +H 
concluded by saying that there are those who cannot and those who will not, but then there is 
“you.”

Near the end of the service, North Texas Bishop Michael McKee led a commissioning ceremony 
for young people participating this summer in outreach ministries around the state, including 
Project Transformation, Connect to the Kingdom, Bridgeport Camp and Conference Center, Lydia 
Patterson Institute, and Summer Interns in Ministry.

TKH R൵HULQJ ZDV GHGLFDWHG WR 3URMHFW TUDQVIRUPDWLRQ DQG NRUWK TH[DV CRQIHUHQFH FDPSV� Bishop 
Michael McKee EOHVVHG DQG FRPPLVVLRQHG ¿YH JURXSV RI LQWHUQV WR JR RXW DQG EH ZLWQHVVHV IRU 
Christ. These groups were: C2K (Connect to the Kingdom), who will send 10 college interns to do 
over 12,000 volunteer hours in mission-oriented ministry including painting houses in the urban 
areas of Dallas; eight Bridgeport Camp counselors, who will serve over 1,500 campers and 500 
volunteers; 122 Project Transformation interns, who will build relationships with approximately 
1,100 inner-city kids and help improve the reading skills of these young people; Lydia Patterson 
Institute (El Paso) interns, who will work at University Park UMC; and six young adults in the 
NTC Summer Intern in Ministry (SIM) program, who will work with ministers and get a “taste” of 
exploring their vocational and baptismal callings. These intern programs encourage young people 
to the service callings in their lives.

A reception hosted by Bishop and Mrs. McKee honored Bishop McAlilly, his wife Lynn, and the 
families of those being remembered.
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MONDAY MORNING SESSION
June 6, 2016

St. Andrew United Methodist Church, Plano, Texas

Organization of the Conference

Cynthia Wilson led the conference in opening music. Bishop Michael McKee opened the session 
with prayer and welcomed and thanked everyone, especially Bishop McAlilly, for the wonderful 
worship experience on Sunday night. Robert Hasley, senior pastor, welcomed all to St. Andrew.

Conference Secretary Judith Reedy then organized the conference. Reedy moved that the bar of 
WKH FRQIHUHQFH EH HVWDEOLVKHG DV WKH FKDQFHO DUHD DQG WKH HQWLUH ÀRRU RI WKH VDQFWXDU\� DV ZHOO DV 
WKH PLGGOH VHFWLRQ RI WKH ¿UVW EDOFRQ\ DW 6W� $QGUHZ 80C� 3ODQR� WKDW WKH VLGH RI WKH VDQFWXDU\ EH 
established for those requiring sign interpretation, and that the visitors’ section be established as 
both sides of the balcony. The motion was approved. Reedy moved the election of persons to serve 
the 2016 business sessions as assistant secretaries: Kenny Dickson, Adam White, and Marsha 
Middleton; head teller, Dretha Burris; and the teller group, as appointed by each of the district 
superintendents. They were elected.

Reedy moved the approval of legislative item number one in the conference workbook, [LA 1], for 
the equalization of clergy and lay members. The motion was approved.

Bishop McKee then called on Larry George to introduce the consent calendar. George explained 
that the consent agenda would facilitate the business of the Annual Conference and that if any items 
QHHGHG ÀRRU GHEDWH� D ZULWWHQ UHTXHVW VLJQHG E\ ¿YH YRWLQJ PHPEHUV RI WKH $QQXDO CRQIHUHQFH 
must be presented to the Conference Secretary within twenty-four hours.

Episcopal Address
(as delivered by Bishop McKee)

It had been a long day. It was the second week of General Conference. Bishop McAlilly and I 
decided to take the train from the convention center to the hotel. It was packed. A young man was 
standing at the door smoking a cigarette. As the door was closing, he placed his arm inside so as to 
reopen the door. He threw the cigarette down and boarded the train. He was standing face-to-face 
with Bishop McAlilly and me. He looked at our name tags and saw the writing on them. The theme 
of General Conference was imprinted, “Therefore Go.”

What does “therefore go” mean?
My friend answered that was a part of our faith.
Are you religious? 
Yes. 
What are you selling? 
Nothing.
What are you selling?
The door opened at our stop, and I said, “We are selling nothing. It’s free.”

TKHUH DUH WKRVH WLPHV ZH DUH FDXJKW ÀDW�IRRWHG DQG ZRUGV HVFDSH XV� 3DFNHG OLNH VDUGLQHV RQ WKH 
WUDLQ IRU ¿YH PLQXWHV ZLWK QR ZRUGV FRPLQJ WR P\ PLQG�

Perhaps I should have stayed on the train and engaged in conversation. Walking two blocks to the 
hotel, I remembered one of my favorite lines: grace is the absolutely free gift from God that costs 
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you nothing but demands everything from you. The demand of the free gift is what is challenging 
for me and for all of you. What does God expect of me? What does God expect of the church I 
serve? What does God expect of the church I love? What does God expect of the North Texas 
Annual Conference?

Early last week, David Brooks, a New York Times columnist, wrote a column entitled, “In Defense 
RI %LJ /RYH�´ +H ZURWH DERXW WKH GL൵HUHQFH EHWZHHQ EHDXW\ DQG VXEOLPH� :KHQ RQH ORRNV XSRQ D 
ÀRZHU� LW LV EHDXWLIXO� :KHQ RQH JD]HV DW D VXQVHW RQ D PRXQWDLQ UDQJH� LW LV VXEOLPH� ³:H KDYH ELJ 
loves and little loves.” One part of the brain appreciates beauty and little loves. Another part of the 
brain appreciates the sublime and big loves. He explained that on Memorial Day we honor those 
who served. They were animated by big love—serving one’s country, and a little love—protecting 
their buddies. Religious people have a love for God that is both big and little.

Most people have love for their churches and the people who are a part of that particular body 
of Christ. That is a little love. But there is a compelling call for us to re-engage in big love. It is 
appropriate to care about those who are closest to us and for the church in which we are members; 
however, it is time for us to engage in the big love for those persons who have no vital relationship 
with God in Jesus Christ. This is a God-sized love.

Has the Church been focused on its own instead of ones who have no relationship with Christ? 
0D\EH WKH \RXQJ PDQ RQ WKH WUDLQ ZDV FRQIXVHG EHFDXVH WKH CKXUFK KDV QRW R൵HUHG D ELJ HQRXJK 
love.

5HFHQWO\� , ZDV LQ D JDWKHULQJ ZKHQ ZH ZHUH LQYLWHG WR R൵HU WKH SHDFH RI CKULVW WR WKRVH DURXQG 
us. For several minutes people went around the room saying familiar words: the peace of Christ be 
ZLWK \RX� $QG DOVR ZLWK \RX� :KDW LI ZH ZHUH DV IRFXVHG RQ R൵HULQJ WKH SHDFH RI CKULVW WR D \RXQJ 
man who boards a train as we are with each other? Do questions of that sort come to your mind?

Once again I’m drawn to the Acts of the Apostles. Reading the earliest history of the church is 
IDVFLQDWLQJ WR PH� ,Q WKH ¿UVW FKDSWHU� WKH DSRVWOHV DUH JDWKHUHG DURXQG WKH ULVHQ CKULVW� TKH\ DVN 
him if this was the time when he would restore the kingdom to Israel. His reply was to tell them 
to not worry about the time. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit is come upon you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
JHVXV ZDV RXWOLQLQJ D ELJ YLVLRQ IRU WKRVH ¿UVW DSRVWOHV� :H NQRZ WKH VWRU\� ,W LV EROG� ,W LV IXOO 
of courage! It is a new thing. It is a big love! And I have to believe that our God is calling us to 
that new thing: to be bold, to have the courage to love as God loves. In other words, God wants 
to introduce us to people whom we do not know so that we may introduce them to the God who 
knows them, and loves them, and desires to be in relationship with them.

How do we discern who God is calling us to be or what God is calling us to do? What are the 
HVVHQWLDOV VR WKDW DV DQ DQQXDO FRQIHUHQFH ZH DUH QRW FDXJKW ÀDW�IRRWHG ZLWK QRWKLQJ WR R൵HU WR 
a young man on a crowded train, or a family who moves from California to pursue a new career 
but knows no one, or a mother who works two jobs and her children are low-performing students 
needing someone to help them succeed, or an adolescent who believes he/she is not a beloved 
child of God?

How do you introduce them to the God who knows and loves them and desires a relationship 
with them? The “how” belongs to you because ministry is contextual. Ministry in Cuthand 
ORRNV GL൵HUHQW DQG LV GL൵HUHQW WKDQ PLQLVWU\ DW 3O\PRXWK 3DUN� TKH VWRULHV RI WKH HDUO\ CKULVWLDQ 
Church and its witness model for us the value of Christian ministry in context. Listening to our 
FRPPXQLWLHV DQG SHRSOH¶V KXPDQ KXUWV DQG KRSHV LV HVVHQWLDO IRU H൵HFWLYH PLQLVWU\ RI WKH ODLW\ DQG 
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the clergy. The core of the Gospel speaks with truth, but our practices of ministry evolve to not 
only be relevant, but to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

Ministry is contextual, and yet there is accountability for our witness in the North Texas Conference. 
Again, this accountability for making disciples in local contexts is for laity as well as clergy. The 
strength of the early Methodist societies was the high expectations of members of those societies. 
A life of faith was a life of growing into the likeness of Christ. What set Methodists apart was 
John Wesley’s emphasis on perfection: a sense that we as Christians were maturing and by God’s 
grace we could grow into the likeness of Christ. What does perfection look like, not only for you 
as an individual, but for us as a church, the North Texas Conference? And as with any growth, or 
developing maturity, there are growing pains. But let’s call them challenges; or because we are 
faithful and hopeful people—let’s call them opportunities.

We must speak a common language. The early Christian community grew because it understood 
GL൵HUHQW FRQWH[WV� EXW LW ZDV QRW HDV\� TKH\ JUHZ H[SRQHQWLDOO\ DV WKH\ ORRNHG EH\RQG WKHLU RZQ 
and learned to see people as God sees them—a Samaritan woman, an Ethiopian eunuch, and 
the dreaded Roman—as beloved children of God. The common language was centered in the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. And the life lived was for all—Jews and Greeks, males and 
females, freed and slaves. And the death was for all—Jews and Greeks, males and females, freed 
and slaves. And the resurrection was for all—Jews and Greeks, males and females, freed and 
slaves. The life, death, and resurrection was for you and me, but more importantly, for the people 
who are living in our communities who have no relationship with Jesus.

Living that life is a challenge and an opportunity.

The North Texas Conference is a healthy conference, and I will share more about that in a few 
minutes, but allow me to state challenges and opportunities for us.

As we gather here today, we are ten miles away from one of the fastest growing areas in Texas, if 
not the United States. The 380 Corridor from McKinney to Denton is beginning to explode with 
population growth. Celina, Prosper, Navo, Little Elm, and Aubrey are communities that are located 
between McKinney and Denton. From the Dallas North Tollway to west of Denton, the population 
will grow from slightly under 50,000 to almost 90,000 by 2025. In 2000, there were only 5000. 
What an opportunity to create new churches and communities of faith! Here is the challenge: the 
people who are moving along the corridor are not as religious, and we can and will explore and 
develop new ways for meeting new people with the Gospel.

We have the opportunity to fashion new ways of speaking and living the Gospel. Yet, we are not 
positioned to do so. The Cabinet and the four Centers are working on crafting a strategy. Elements 
RI WKDW VWUDWHJ\ D൶UP WKH HVVHQWLDO CKULVWLDQ EHOLHI LQ GHDWK DQG UHVXUUHFWLRQ� TKH ZLOOLQJQHVV WR 
be open to new faces is vital.

There is population growth throughout the North Texas Conference. True, most of that growth is 
in the Dallas area with 80% of our church members living in the four counties of Dallas, Collin, 
Denton, and Rockwall. But there are people who do not have faith communities in the other 16 
counties of the North Texas Conference, and they need our witness.

Years ago, I preached at Asbury First UMC in Rochester, New York. Dr. Bob Hill, now Dean of 
Marsh Chapel, Boston University, invited me. On Sunday morning after a blizzard the night before, 
imagine my surprise to preach to 900 persons in worship. In a conversation with Bob, I mentioned 
WKH GL൶FXOW\ LQ WKH NRUWKHDVW WR KDYH JURZLQJ FKXUFKHV� +H VDLG—WKDW LV DQ H[FXVH� :KLOH 
population may have declined, and there may be some decay, there are still children in schools, 
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people living in communities, and people in need of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Those are words 
IRU XV WR KHDU� ,QVWHDG RI R൵HULQJ H[FXVHV RI ZK\ ZH FDQ¶W JURZ RU KDYH D 9DFDWLRQ %LEOH 6FKRRO RU 
have a relationship with a public school, let’s proclaim the Gospel. Let’s move beyond a scarcity 
mentality to an abundant view that “we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us.”

Another opportunity that we together will work on is One + One, the NTC initiative for each 
FKXUFK WR KDYH D UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK D ORFDO SXEOLF VFKRRO� :H EHJDQ ODVW \HDU� 2QH KXQGUHG ¿IWHHQ 
churches responded to the most recent survey regarding their involvement: East District: 40, 
Metro: 20, North Central: 26, Northwest: 29. Of the 115 churches, 94 (81%) reported that they 
served children in schools. The kinds of services, the numbers of children served, the numbers of 
volunteers, the averages, and totals regarding the services they provided are here.

6HUYLFH 2൵HUHG Number of Churches Average Number 
Served

Total Children Served

Reading 58 50 2,897
Tutoring 80 43 1,499
Mentoring 41 24 992
After-School 20 27 584
Summer Program 17 65 1,105
Feeding Program 29 843 24,450

Programs for children require adult volunteers. The table below lists the number of churches, the 
average number of volunteers per church, and the total number of volunteers. Note that no total is 
provided because volunteers may serve multiple programs. 

6HUYLFH 2൵HUHG Number of Churches Average Number 
Serving

Total Adults 
Serving

Reading 58 12 663
Tutoring 80 12 416
Mentoring 41 13 510
After-School 20 9 163
Summer Program 17 52 880
Feeding Program 29 121 3,495

We served 24,450 children! And 3,495 adults were involved!

In addition, 54 churches (47%) reported they had other programs for school-age children than 
those represented in the chart, and 76 churches (66%) said they donated money to their local 
schools for other uses.

While the data represents both new and on-going programs, it is important to note that a number 
RI WKHVH SURJUDPV VWDUWHG LQ 201� RU 2016� 6SHFL¿FDOO\� �� ����� 5HDGLQJ SURJUDPV� 1� �21�� 
Tutoring programs, 17 (41%) Mentoring programs, 9 (45%) After-School programs, 7 (41%) 
Summer programs, and 11 (38%) Feeding programs started after we began the One + One initiative.

In summary, while the data reported only represents the 115 responding churches and cannot be 
generalized across the North Texas Conference, it is fair to say that churches in the conference are 
YHU\ DFWLYH LQ WKHLU ORFDO SXEOLF VFKRROV� WKDW WKLV LQLWLDWLYH PDGH D GL൵HUHQFH� DQG WKDW PDQ\ ZLOO 
continue to serve local schools.
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We will continue One + One and invite and encourage other local churches to be involved.

I want to share some more good news. Often, we speak of vital congregations. What is a vital 
congregation? There is a metric index focusing on key signs of vitality.

•	 Professions of Faith—number of worshippers to make one profession of faith
•	 Small Groups—% of total worshippers who are adult Christian formation participants
•	 Mission—% of worshippers involved in a mission experience
•	 Mission Giving—% of local church spending going to mission
•	 Worship—% of congregations growing

Now let’s observe where NTC is, as of the end of 2014:
•	 Professions of Faith—In the United States, the average number of worshippers is 23 

required to make one profession of faith. In NTC, 16 worshippers are required to make 1 
profession of faith. Only Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference and New York have 
better numbers; a conference with limited resources and a conference in the Northeast. 
Our rank is #3.

•	 Small Groups—U.S. average worshippers in small groups: 61%. NTC: 83%. Rank #5.
•	 Mission—48% of U.S. worshippers involved in mission experience. NTC: 88%. Rank #2.
•	 Mission Giving—% local church spending to mission giving, 18% vs. NTC 21%. Rank 

#7.
•	 Worship—30% of our churches are growing, which is average. But we aren’t average in 

resources or talent. Rank #31.
•	 Overall Vitality—The North Texas Conference and the Baltimore-Washington 

Conference have a vitality index of 35% of our churches, only eclipsed by the Oklahoma 
Indian Missionary Conference—37%. Rank #2.

This is not a moment of pride—but exhortation. Focus l focus l focus on making disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world.

0XFK RI ZKDW ZH GR LV H൵HFWLYH PLQLVWU\� DQG ZH FDQ EXLOG RQ WKH IRXQGDWLRQV WKDW DUH DOUHDG\ 
present. Let’s work with these desired outcomes:

1. Continue growing the number of vital congregations, reach new people for Jesus Christ, 
intentionally forming mature disciples of Jesus, and send persons out to serve their 
FRPPXQLWLHV� (൵HFWLYHQHVV LV GH¿QHG E\ UHDFKLQJ QHZ SHRSOH�

2. Develop more young and diverse clergy and lay leaders.
3. Impact communities in the NTC through ongoing partnerships with public schools.

In conclusion:
1. We need to be more explicit with the message that our call is to reach new people for 

Christ.
2. Areas needing particular attention and emphasis at this time are the Highway 380 

corridor, the southern sector of Dallas, and small membership churches in town & 
country settings.

3. $V ZH VHHN WR GHYHORS \RXQJ DQG GLYHUVH OHDGHUV� ZH PXVW OHYHUDJH RXU ¿QDQFLDO 
resources and engage our human resources to form young persons as disciples of Jesus 
Christ.

4. In addition to the theological education provided by the seminaries, the conference must 
provide training for what is needed for vital congregations through Residency for those 
seeking ordination, the Course of Study for local pastors, and Continuing Education 
opportunities for other current pastors.
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5. The Bishop, Cabinet, and conference centers will work to align and resource all of the 
“business” of the church to bring more vitality and fruitfulness to our witness. This will 
include attending to congregations, pastoral positions and clergy who are no longer vital 
and repositioning assets to bring vitality.

Personally, I want to thank you for your faithfulness and your commitment to reach new people 
for Jesus Christ. God bless you.

Reaffirmation of the Baptismal Covenant

At the conclusion of Bishop McKee’s address, Cammy Gaston and Sheron Patterson (symbolizing 
WKLV \HDU¶V 60WK DQQLYHUVDU\ RI WKH RUGLQDWLRQ RI ZRPHQ LQ TKH 80C� OHG D VHUYLFH RI UHD൶UPDWLRQ 
of baptismal covenant for the conference. They invited all to move, as led, to one of twelve stations 
(prepared and served by deacons in celebration of this 20th year of the Order of Deacons), touch 
the water, and remember their baptism. Handbells and organ played, and Cynthia Wilson led the 
congregation into the closing song, “Witness.”

Committee on Episcopacy

Carmen Emery was accompanied on the platform by other committee members. She introduced 
Joan McKee to the conference, and Mrs. McKee was greeted with applause. Emery presented 
Joan with a gift, and Mrs. McKee thanked the conference for “just letting me be me.” She was 
especially thankful for the conference’s responses of kindness at the death of her mother. Emery 
thanked Bishop McKee for his service. Bishop McKee spoke of his fondness for the North 
Texas Conference. Emery thanked those who served on the Episcopacy Committee, particularly 
commending Scott Smith for his service as chair.

Agency Highlight: C. C. Young

A video followed, highlighting the ministry of C.C. Young. Bishop McKee recognized those 
representing C.C. Young to the Conference: Denise Aver-Phillips, Tom Christian, Russell Crews, 
JHQQLIHU *UL൶Q� DQG +HDWKHU 6LPSVRQ�

Center for Connectional Resources

Jodi Smith presented the report from the Center for Connectional Resources. She introduced Anne 
Todd, Chair of Standing Rules Committee, who presented Legislative Items #2–5.

Standing Rules

Legislative Item #2 [LA 2] addressed a decision made by the General Conference in 2012 to 
do away with the Committee on Investigation (Clergy). The committee was later reinstated by 
decision of the Judicial Council, so this item was a request from the Conference Nominating 
Committee to reinstate the Committee on Investigation (Clergy) in the structure of the North Texas 
Conference, in accordance with the Judicial Council decision. It was approved.

Legislative Item #3 [LA 3] addressed a decision made by the General Conference in 2012 to do 
away with the Committee on Investigation (Diaconal); the Judicial Council overruled that action. 
This item was a request from the Conference Nominating Committee to reinstate the Committee 
on Investigation (Diaconal) in the structure of the North Texas Conference, in accordance with the 
Judicial Council decision. It was approved.
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Legislative Item #4 [LA 4] was presented by the Conference Nominating Committee to provide 
additional conference-wide representation to the Committee and for a chair at-large to be elected 
for that committee. It passed.

Legislative Item #5 [LA 5] proposed to reduce the number of persons serving on the Courtesy 
and Resolutions Committee, as some of the planning tasks are now being handled by the Annual 
Conference Planning Team or the Committee on Episcopacy. It passed.
 
Bishop McKee invited the Conference to join him in thanking Anne Todd for her years of service.

Board of Pension and Health Benefits

Jodi Smith introduced Larry Womack, thanking him for his service. Womack talked about the 
rising cost of health insurance across the nation. In an endeavor to balance providing the best 
KHDOWK FRYHUDJH ZLWK PDNLQJ WKDW KHDOWK LQVXUDQFH D൵RUGDEOH IRU FKXUFKHV� WKH %RDUG RI 3HQVLRQ 
DQG +HDOWK %HQH¿WV UROOHG RXW D SODQ ODVW \HDU� LQFOXGLQJ GHQWDO DQG H\H FDUH�

8QGHU WKH DXVSLFHV RI WKH $൵RUGDEOH CDUH $FW� WKH %RDUG RI 3HQVLRQ DQG +HDOWK %HQH¿WV ZLOO R൵HU 
six health insurance options in 2017. Rather than setting the coverage level for churches at the 
KLJKHVW SUHPLXP OHYHO� WKH VHFRQG WLHU OHYHO ZLOO EH R൵HUHG� ZKLOH WKH ¿UVW WLHU OHYHO ZLOO FRQWLQXH WR 
be available for $17 extra per month and paid by those being covered. This mitigates the coverage 
increase from 8% to only 3% by utilizing the premium rebates from the year 2013-2014 totaling 
$104,000.

Womack then presented Legislative Item #9 [LA 9], recommending the adoption of the percentage 
increase known as the “Cost-of-Living Adjustment” (currently 0%, as published by the Social 
Security Administration) as the established rate for the annual increase for pre-1982 service years. 
The resolution carried.  

Womack then presented Legislative Item #7 [LA 7], proposing a 6.2% reduction in the BOPHB 
apportionment budget. The item carried.

Bishop McKee thanked Larry Womack and his team for the work that they do.

Commission on Archives and History

Jodi Smith introduced John Dillard, chair of Commission on Archives and History, to make a 
special presentation. Dillard reported that the annual conference has begun the process of 
digitizing 150 years of work, currently recorded in the Journals of the annual conference, but soon 
to be accessible by way of the conference website. He introduced conference archivist Francis 
Long. Long recognized three churches: First UMC, Richardson, which is 130 years old; Warren 
Chapel UMC, also 130 years old; and Floyd UMC Church in Greenville, 100 years old. She 
thanked those who have given journals for the collection at Bridwell Library at Perkins School of 
Theology, SMU. She recognized those churches that have church historians and encouraged all 
congregations to name an historian.

Dillard then announced that in 2017, the NTC will celebrate 150 years in service to our Lord. 
The Commission recommended ways to celebrate this upcoming sesquicentennial: write your 
church’s history, make a poster for next year’s annual conference session and bring it with you, 
plan a special worship service or make a video, include historical hymns at next year’s annual 
conference, or produce a cookbook with a recipe from every church in the annual conference.
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Legacy Churches

Jodi Smith introduced the celebration of Legacy Churches, and Bishop McKee spoke about these 
churches. As the bishop called each church’s name, he invited any who had served or worshipped 
LQ WKDW FRQJUHJDWLRQ WR FRPH IRUZDUG� TKH ¿UVW ZDV 3ULFH 0HPRULDO 80C� 'HQLVRQ� )ROORZLQJ 
the close of WWII, in 1952, Price Memorial was established near what came to be Perrin AFB in 
³)URQWLHU 9LOODJH�´ $W RQH WLPH� DV PDQ\ DV ¿YH ZHHNO\ PHHWLQJV ZHUH KHOG WR KHOS SHUVRQV ZLWK 
DGGLFWLRQV� DV ZHOO DV WR R൵HU RWKHU VLJQL¿FDQW DQG KHOSIXO VHUYLFHV� 3ULFH 0HPRULDO 80C OHDYHV 
behind a legacy of sobriety and peace.

TKH VHFRQG ZDV :HVOH\ 0HPRULDO 80C� TKH ¿UVW VHUYLFH ZDV KHOG WKHUH LQ 1�0� DV WKH 6RXWK 
Wilcox Church. A tornado struck in 1948, but those in the church showed resilience. In 1949, they 
became Wesley UMC. In the 1970’s a move was made to the west side of McKinney. The church 
is now landlocked and voted to close in order that their legacy might contribute to new places for 
new people along the Highway 380 corridor.

TKH WKLUG OHJDF\ FKXUFK ZDV 2DN COL൵ 80C� RUJDQL]HG LQ 1���� %HIRUH 2DN COL൵ ZDV DQQH[HG 
E\ WKH CLW\ RI 'DOODV� LW ZDV LWV RZQ PXQLFLSDOLW\� TKH ZRQGHUIXO OHJDF\ RI 2DN COL൵ 80C FDQ EH 
VHHQ LQ LWV KDYLQJ JLYHQ ELUWK WR T\OHU 6WUHHW 80C� NRZ� DV 2DN COL൵ KDV YRWHG WR FORVH� WKH\ KDYH 
merged with Tyler Street UMC. While it may initially seem sad to see a church close, the legacy 
RI FRQJUHJDWLRQV OLNH WKH 2DN COL൵ 80C FRQWLQXHV DV SURRI WKDW WKH FKXUFK LV QRW LQ WKH EXLOGLQJ�

TKH ¿QDO OHJDF\ FKXUFK ZDV $UFDGLD 3DUN 80C� ,W ZDV HVWDEOLVKHG LQ 1��� LQ D VXEXUEDQ 
community west of Dallas and voted to close in 2015.

Bishop McKee said that the closing of a church is not as if everything dies. The church is really 
the lives we touch. These churches are not monuments; they honor the lives we touch. There is a 
season to all of our work. Bishop McKee prayed, and the conference celebrated the legacy of these 
churches as everyone stood to sing the “Doxology.”

Process of Assessment of Local Church Potential

In accordance with ¶213 of the Book of Discipline, the North Central District Superintendent 
established a task force to consider the future of Elm Ridge UMC, located on the Highway 380 
corridor, an area exploding with new people and new homes. Billy Echols-Richter, chair, explained 
the work of the task force and referred to the Mission Field Assessment Report. Echols-Richter 
DFNQRZOHGJHG WKDW FRQYHUVDWLRQV KDG EHHQ SDLQIXO DQG GL൶FXOW� ZLWK WKH WDVN IRUFH UHFRPPHQGLQJ 
that Elm Ridge UMC be discontinued. Ron Henderson, District Superintendent, reported that the 
cabinet had also voted to discontinue Elm Ridge UMC.

Bishop McKee then called on Melvina Noles to speak to a handout which had been distributed 
to all conference members. Noles made a personal statement about her parents—her mother, who 
had died in the past year, and her father, who served Elm Ridge as their longest serving pastor. 
Noles reported that a couple joined the church the day before, even knowing that the church might 
EH FORVHG� 6KH GHVFULEHG (OP 5LGJH DV D ¿QDQFLDOO\ VROYHQW FKXUFK WKDW KDV EHHQ DEOH WR KHOS WKH 
community. Vote was taken on Legislative Item #20 [LA 20], motion to close Elm Ridge; the 
motion carried, and Bishop McKee led the conference in prayer.
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First Witness

%LVKRS 0F.HH LQWURGXFHG WKH ¿UVW RI IRXU VSHDNHUV� ZKR ZHUH LQYLWHG WR R൵HU WKHLU SHUVRQDO 
witness. The bishop explained that Dallas County Judge Clay Jenkins had called him to talk 
about the possibility of the North Texas Conference providing water coolers to Sandbranch, an 
unincorporated area of southeast Dallas County. When Bishop McKee went to Sandbranch to 
participate in the water cooler distribution, he met Mark McPherson, who had joined Christ UMC, 
Plano, in December, 2015.

McPherson said that he has lived in the area of Christ Church since before the church was built 
at its current location. He watched its construction and observed how the church served the 
community; he was drawn to the congregation’s witness. One Sunday he noticed an item in the 
bulletin about disaster relief training. He had seen his dad do that and had always hoped to do it 
himself, perhaps discovering along the way some place where his training as an environmental 
lawyer might be needed.

McPherson got in touch with Marji Hill and ended up eventually on a roof and having chain saw 
training as well. While he was working on a lot with chain saws, Hill began talking about an area 
close by that had no running water, no sewer, no trash pickup. He could not believe that there was 
such a place so close.

2Q )HEUXDU\ 2�� KH ¿UVW SXW KLV IHHW LQ 6DQGEUDQFK� ZKHUH KH KHDUG D SDVWRU VD\ WKDW LQ WZR GD\V 
10 GL൵HUHQW JRYHUQPHQWDO DJHQFLHV ZHUH JRLQJ WR VKRZ XS� 0F3KHUVRQ NQHZ WKDW WKH FRPPXQLW\ 
needed its own voice, its own expertise, its own plan to work with each of the governmental 
HQWLWLHV� +H DOVR NQHZ WKDW WKH FRPPXQLW\ FRXOG QRW D൵RUG VXFK VHUYLFHV� VR� IRU WKH ¿UVW WLPH LQ 
his life, he took on a pro bono case.

For the general population, McPherson says he became involved in Sandbranch by “divine 
FRLQFLGHQFH�´ EXW KH NQRZV WKHUH LV QRWKLQJ FRLQFLGHQWDO DERXW KRZ *RG XVHG KLP LQ D VSHFL¿F 
SODFH DW D VSHFL¿F WLPH� 0F3KHUVRQ VD\V WKDW KH ZDV SUHSDUHG IRU MXVW WKLV ZLWQHVV RSSRUWXQLW\ E\ 
having been born and living in a rural area, having a father and grandfather who were pastors, and 
coming to the Dallas area following law school.

Retiree Videos

Katherine Betz recalled her ministry at C.C. Young as the most memorable and spiritual 
experience she could have had—being with the residents and their families, especially those who 
were dying in the hospice area. The person who spiritually journeyed with her throughout her 
ministry was Joan La Barr—from seminary, through ordination, and throughout her time at C.C. 
Young. Other companions on her journey were Walt Purkey and Terry Parsons. Laity were just as 
involved as these clergy colleagues, encouraging her along the way, especially Richard Stanford. 
Her plans now include supervising “honey-do” projects, having the opportunity to visit her family 
in Florida, and to being able to go and be with the grandchildren.

Kathy is living out her witness by learning to be an ombudsman for the State of Texas, advocating 
for those who have no one to be their advocate. She sees a need for an older adult ministry program 
which teaches people how to be with older adults.

Charles Carnahan has spent most of his time in extension ministry outside the conference, and 
he appreciates the opportunity he has had to see the church worldwide. He has been fortunate to be 
able to travel on behalf of the church, representing agencies of the church, and to experience the 
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breadth and depth of the church. He expressed thanks to his colleagues, both ministers and bishops 
who have appointed him beyond the local church. He especially thanked William Boyd Smith, who 
was a mentor to him early in his ministry and taught him how to do ministry well. At this point in 
KLV OLIH� CKDUOHV LV SUREDEO\ JRLQJ WR WDNH D EUHDN DQG UHÀHFW DQG UHIUHVK KLV VSLULWXDO MRXUQH\� +H 
will be intentional about enjoying activities such as golf, exploring, being a sugar artist … and not 
having to report to anyone.

The way Charles has lived out his witness is through the way he has lived his life, trying to be clear 
that what he does is ministry—living out his call—even if he is not in the pulpit every Sunday.

Linda Elms has enjoyed working with children, hearing them ask questions, seeing them go 
WKURXJK FRQ¿UPDWLRQ� ZDWFKLQJ WKHP JURZ XS� 6KH LV WKDQNIXO WR WKH SDUHQWV ZKR HQDEOHG KHU WR 
do children’s ministry. She thanked Frank Alegria and the congregation at Duncanville for being 
so supportive of children’s ministry and the many things they do. She began in the Northwest 
Texas Conference and she thanked the many women and men who helped her there. She and her 
husband will be moving to Katy, Texas, to live with their daughter for a bit and stay close there. 
They will also travel.

Through her years of diaconal ministry, Linda always felt that her servanthood was her witness: 
going on mission trips; being a part of the community, especially in the behind-the-scene events 
that happened at church; doing whatever was necessary to make ministry happen.

Walt Lunde appreciates most loving and serving the people, particularly the people of Pleasant 
Valley UMC, where he served for eight years before going to Lovers Lane UMC, where he is 
currently appointed. It has meant a great deal to serve people all over the globe. The most important 
SHUVRQ LQ KLV OLIH LQ IXO¿OOPHQW RI KLV PLQLVWU\ KDV EHHQ KLV ZLIH� CLVV\� ,W KDV PHDQW VR PXFK WR 
Walt have the support of his wife and children. Professionally, the love and guidance of his district 
VXSHULQWHQGHQWV� CDURO :RRGV DQG CDPP\ *DVWRQ� KDV EHHQ VLJQL¿FDQW� $GGLWLRQDOO\� VHQLRU 
pastors Mark Craig, Paul Goodrich, and Stan Copeland have played a big part in his ministry, as 
have mentor pastors Rene Lawson and Jack Gibson.

:DOW ZLOO EH FRQWLQXLQJ SDUW�WLPH RQ VWD൵ DW /RYHUV /DQH 80C� \HW KH LV ORRNLQJ IRUZDUG WR PRUH 
time with Cissy and his family. Pastoral care has been Walt’s highlight, and there have been many 
sacred moments that people have shared with him in their toughest times and in their times of joy.

Mona Millard gave thanks to have been able to see the transforming power of Jesus Christ in 
GL൵HUHQW SHRSOH LQ KHU PLQLVWU\� HVSHFLDOO\ RQH FRQJUHJDWLRQDO PHPEHU� ZKR QRZ VLWV RQ GHDWK 
row but whom she has witnessed develop in his relationship with Jesus Christ. Seeing the children 
grow and mature has been a delight, and she gives thanks to God for giving her the strength to do 
what she needed to do.

Mona has six acres in East Texas and plans to live in the country, but she does not plan on really 
retiring. She will continue in ministry on her own and will be working part time for two churches 
in East Texas.

Sandra Minor VSRNH RI WKH SHRSOH DQG KHOSLQJ WKHP ¿QG WKHLU ZD\ WR CKULVW DV KDYLQJ EHHQ WKH 
most important part of her ministry. She is thankful to many people, especially the Vista Ridge 
UMC congregation, who made her transition from seminary to ministry so easy. She stays in 
contact with them; they are her foundation.

Sandi wants to be wife, mother, grandmother, and continue ministering to all those God puts in her 
path. Retirement is rather bittersweet. She is not quite sure what God will put in her path; but with 
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HYHU\ ¿EHU RI KHU EHLQJ� VKH KDV VRXJKW WR EH DQ REHGLHQW GLVFLSOH RI CKULVW DQG WR FDUU\ WKDW DEURDG 
DQG DW KRPH LQ PLQLVWU\� 6KH KDV ORYHG DQG SUD\HG IRU SHRSOH DW WKH VLGH RI WKH URDG� 6KH KDV D ¿UP 
belief that God loves everyone equally and that people are called to learn how to prop each other 
up on every leaning side. That is her witness.

Ben Read ORYHG PHHWLQJ GL൵HUHQW FKXUFK PHPEHUV� ,W ZDV DOZD\V DPD]LQJ WR KLP ZKHQ� LQ %LEOH 
VWXGLHV� KH FRXOG MXVW VHH WKH OLJKW EXOEV ÀDVKLQJ LQ WKHLU PLQGV� LW PDGH XQGHUVWDQGLQJ VFULSWXUHV 
easier to them. He thanked his wife because when he was discouraged, she lifted him up. Ben has 
had several pastoral mentors along the way, especially Ray Hennigh who taught him what ministry 
was all about; David Shawver, Glenn Vickers, Gary Regan, and a host of others have meant a lot 
to him over the years.

Ben’s main plan is to be able to travel and visit their 11 grandchildren. He is going to attempt a 
small garden. He has lived out his witness in trying to be a living witness to God’s love, especially 
in the church camps where he has worked—26 of them. His gift has been more in teaching than any 
RWKHU ¿HOG� +LV IDYRULWH VFULSWXUH FRPHV IURP 5RPDQV �� ZKLFK VD\V WKDW WKHUH LV QRWKLQJ ZKLFK 
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Ben has tried to be a witness to that truth.

David Rucker gave thanks for the times when you see someone’s life change and you realize that 
*RG ZDV DEOH WR XVH \RX LQ D ZD\ WKDW D൵HFWHG WKDW FKDQJH� +H WKDQNHG KLV ZLIH CDPLOOH ZKR KDV 
felt blessed in her own calling to be a pastor’s wife. He is grateful for people in the local churches, 
especially for the people in those churches who have stated their support.

David plans to be a part-time associate this next year at Cornerstone UMC. He has been involved 
in teaching the Dave Ramsey courses and hopes to continue to do this. He has loved walking this 
journey with others and seeing the impact made on people when they realize they have made a 
GL൵HUHQFH� +H KDV ORYHG EHLQJ LQ PLVVLRQ ZLWK RWKHUV�

Billy Shaddox felt called to work with smaller churches and work with people. He thanked his 
ZLIH DQG IDPLO\� +H ZDV PDUULHG D PRQWK DQG D KDOI DIWHU KH WRRN KLV ¿UVW DSSRLQWPHQW� JDFN DQG 
Clara Gibson went along with him and his wife on this journey, and he is grateful.

Billy said that retirement is not something that one does. He is a follower of Jesus Christ, and he 
will continue to follow him after retirement. He will continue to try to live in a way that illustrates 
what he believes. The past two years have been years of crisis for his family, and they have had the 
opportunity to demonstrate their beliefs.

Jack Soper served 25 years as the North Texas Conference representative to the Texas Conference 
RI CKXUFKHV DQG HPEUDFHG LWV HFXPHQLVP� TKH\ ZHUH DEOH WR GR VLJQL¿FDQW ZRUN WKHUH� +H LV 
grateful for the companionship of his wife Marti and for the 10 years of service with her at Arapaho 
UMC. He also expressed gratitude for Harold Beck, a professor who served as his mentor when he 
was studying scripture at Boston University School of Theology.

Jack is being trained to be an interim pastor. He has read a thousand books, and he now plans to 
ZULWH RQH� +H H[SHFWV WR GR VRPH À\ ¿VKLQJ� +H LV FOHDU DV WR KRZ KH KDV OLYHG RXW KLV ZLWQHVV� 
He quoted scripture from Galatians where Paul said, “It is no longer I, but Christ who lives in me, 
and the faith I live is the faith of the Son of God.” When Jack bears witness to the gospel, it is with 
the church, and particularly the churches he has served, as they have truly lived out the essence of 
shalom, which means that we are all living out the will of God that holds us together. He has loved 
being a United Methodist minister. He cannot imagine doing anything else.
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Chair of Conference Relations Committee Stan Copeland invited Bishop McKee and Jan Davis 
WR DVVLVW KLP LQ SUHVHQWLQJ SLQV DQG FHUWL¿FDWHV WR WKH UHWLUHHV DQG LQ WKDQNLQJ WKHP IRU WKHLU \HDUV 
of service: Kathy Betz, Charles Carnahan, Sandra Minor, Ben Read, Judith Reedy, David Rucker, 
%LOO\ 6KDGGR[� JDFN 6RSHU� :DOW /XQGH� 3DWULFLD 0DKD൵H\� 0RQD 0LOODUG� CDUORV NDVFLHPHQWR� 
John Richardson, and Linda Elms.
 
On behalf of the Annual Conference, Bishop McKee declared his thanks to the retirees for 300 
years of ministry, and they received a standing ovation.

Keynote Speaker

TKH ¿UVW NH\QRWH VSHDNHU ZDV 'DQLHOOH 6KUR\HU� DXWKRU RI A Boundary-Breaking God, graduate 
of Baylor University and Princeton Theological Seminary, and theologian-in-residence for The 
Journey Church. She lives in Dallas with her husband and two middle school children. Shroyer 
started by stating that people just aren’t much coming to church these days and that blame has been 
cast in many directions. It is not that people don’t want to get up anymore on a Sunday morning. It 
is that they don’t believe the same things in the same ways anymore, if they believe it at all. They 
don’t pray; they don’t give; they don’t read the Bible; they don’t attend; they don’t volunteer with 
the church, and they don’t share their faith with others. Most of them came from Christian families, 
but they have changed their focus from Christian to family.

What does it mean to bear witness in the world of ISIS, and the November presidential election, 
and global warming, and Black Lives Matter, and gun violence? What does it mean to bear witness 
in a world that has stopped watching? Most eyes these days are more likely to be on the newest 
Facebook feed. This makes us despair and fearful; and when fear takes over, we simply move in 
circles. We are more likely to take the buzz-feed approach, to use whatever is necessary to get 
people’s attention. This amounts to a lot of noise. It does nothing to quell fear.

You graduate from seminary and your job is to turn their heads past you to Jesus. At the end of the 
day we are sitting in the marketplace, demanding that people respond the way they once did. We 
are called to make disciples. We would not be sitting here today had it not been for a great cloud 
of witnesses. Be their witness to Jesus because it’s all we know.

How are we to bear witness? We are not so much to call attention to Jesus; rather we are to bear 
witness like Jesus. The Buddhist tradition requires that we listen. To bear witness is to live a life 
RI FRPSDVVLRQ� ,W UHTXLUHV XV WR DELGH ZKHQ HYHU\WKLQJ LQVLGH XV ZDQWV WR ÀHH� WR GR DQ\WKLQJ EXW 
listen. We would much rather be doing something to feel worthy.

We live in a world that may scorn us for being Christian, but our responsibility is to bear witness, 
because we are to become people of compassion. Bernie Glassman is both Jewish and Buddhist. 
He is founder of the Zen Peacemakers. Years ago, he brought a group of people to Auschwitz to 
PHGLWDWH IRU ¿YH GD\V� ,Q WKH FHQWHU RI WKHLU FLUFOH ZDV D UHG ER[� ,QVLGH ZDV WKH GHDWK ERRN� WKH 
names of all who lost their lives at Auschwitz. They took turns chanting the names of the dead. 
They chanted the names carefully, bearing witness to the horrors of human existence; there was 
now nothing anyone could do, but that was enough. Who else but resurrection people have the 
ability to go into a place of death and bear witness to resurrection and hope?

When Shroyer asked Nicole Flores what she thought scrolling on social media past horrors does 
to our souls, her response was, “I don’t know, but it worries me.” What if we just stopped trying 
WR VDYH WKH FKXUFK DQG LQVWHDG IXQQHOHG DOO RXU HQHUJ\ WR EHDULQJ ZLWQHVV WR DOO WKH VX൵HULQJ LQ 
this world? Maybe we can trust that we can just be the church, regardless of whether anyone is 
watching. When we become the church, the right action arises by itself. Loving action arises when 
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we listen. It begins with attentive eyes and open hearts – every day – honoring the people right in 
front of us. Bearing witness is a sacred art. Love your neighbor as yourself and tell them, “I see 
you.”

MONDAY AFTERNOON BUSINESS SESSION
Barbara Marcum opened with prayer.

Board of Ordained Ministry

Jan Davis, chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry (BOM), presented the board’s report. She noted 
that the commissioning classes are getting progressively younger; the board has been actively 
recruiting younger, diverse, passionate candidates. Davis recognized Jill Jackson-Sears for her 
work in recruiting. She further stated that the BOM covers the entire life of clergy persons.

Blair Thompson-White and Matt Tuggle have been working to redesign the residency program 
which they will launch with this new commissioning class.

Davis invited Timothy Morrison to join her so that they could thank everyone. Morrison asked for 
all BOM members who had served during the last quadrennium to stand. He then asked for those 
who had served on the district committees to stand. He recognized Duane VanGiesen for his time 
spent in organizing.

Morrison introduced Marsha Middleton, who recognized those persons who had completed 
licensing school in the last 12 months and joined the ranks of local pastors. Middleton noted 
that this year is the 200th anniversary of the Course of Study School. Middleton invited Joseph 
Baker, Steve Knox, Sungmoon Lee, Deana Roe, Chad Mogus, Jamie Nelson, and Leon Veazey to 
come forward and be recognized for completing the North Texas Licensing School. In addition, 
Middleton introduced Daniel Lewis and Wayne Walters, who completed licensing school in 
RWKHU FRQIHUHQFHV DQG *HRUJLHQQHWWH +DGGRFN� D QHZ ORFDO SDVWRU ZKR ZDV QRW UHTXLUHG WR ¿QLVK 
licensing school since she has a Master of Divinity degree.

%LOO\ (FKROV�5LFKWHU� VWDQGLQJ LQ IRU (OL]DEHWK 0RVHOH\� SUHVHQWHG FHUWL¿FDWHV IRU WKRVH ZKR KDYH 
gone through several steps—course work, practical experience, interviews, and written work – to 
EH WUDLQHG DV H[SHUWV UHFRJQL]HG E\ TKH 80C LQ VSHFL¿F DUHDV RI PLQLVWU\� CKULVWLQH %RXWRQ� 
sacred music; Kay Ash, music and children’s ministry.

(FKROV�5LFKWHU� FKDLU RI 3UHSDUDWLRQV DQG 4XDOL¿FDWLRQV� SUHVHQWHG WKRVH EHLQJ FRPPLVVLRQHG RQ 
the deacon track: William Mauldin, Camille Reeder, and Adam White. He then presented those 
being commissioned on the elder track: Megan Davidson Danner, Raegan Gilliland, Jane Graner, 
3DWULFN /LWWOH¿HOG� CKDG 0F6ZDLQ� *HR൵UH\ 0RRUH� .DWLH NHZVRPH� 6DPDQWKD 3DUVRQ� DQG 
Ramsey Patton. All came to the front to be recognized.

Echols-Richter then presented those to be ordained as elders: Edgar Bazan, Scot Bontrager, 
3DWULFN +R൵PDQ� COD\WRQ +RUWRQ� 6WHYH 0DUWLQH]� JHQQD 0RUULVRQ� DQG 6XVDQ 5REE� �5REE LV 
transitioning from deacon to elder.) They received a standing ovation.

Bishop McKee said a special word of thanks to the BOM and to Jan Davis, chair, as she is appointed 
to a church in the Arkansas conference.
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Center for New Church Development and Congregational Transformation

The report began with a video. Jim Ozier stated that being a witness is the purpose of the Center for 
New Church Development and Congregational Transformation. Ozier referenced Saul’s receiving 
his sight back and being instructed by Ananias to be a witness, be baptized, and have his sins 
washed away. Why delay?

Gloria Fowler said that hundreds of churches have already decided to get up and get going. They 
have been involved in the Healthy Church Initiative (HCI). The center has completed over thirty of 
WKHVH LQLWLDWLYHV� 6KH IRFXVHG RQ WZR RI WKRVH� JLOO JDFNVRQ�6HDUV VSRNH WR WKH H൵HFWLYHQHVV RI +C,� 
which gave Lake Highlands UMC foundation and momentum. It helped the church learned more 
about itself. Small Church Initiative (SCI) was featured with a video on Ponder UMC; it revealed 
WR WKHP ZD\V WKH\ FRXOG LPSURYH� ,W HQDEOHG WKHP WR HPEUDFH FKDQJH� ,W LGHQWL¿HG SURJUDPV ZKLFK 
WKH\ ORYHG EXW ZKLFK ZHUH QRW EHQH¿WLQJ WKH FKXUFK� TKH\ DUH QRZ IRFXVHG DV D FKXUFK WRJHWKHU 
on the same things.

Ozier asked all churches who have gone through the HCI over the past three years to stand. He 
recognized that there are other processes to help churches be a living witness. Ozier called the 
congregation to pray. In his prayer, he said that sometimes we are frozen rather than chosen. At that 
time a “statue” appeared on the stage in the form of a golden cowboy—frozen.

Ozier and Fowler went on to address their recent study on the impact of various initiatives on 
their churches. They discovered that churches that are doing something are better than churches 
ZKR DUH GRLQJ QRWKLQJ� (GJDU %D]DQ VSRNH WR WKLV DQG WR WKH MRLQLQJ RI 2DN COL൵ 80C DQG T\OHU 
Street UMC. Ed Lantz, pastor of Tyler Street, spoke of the process to help two congregations 
become one, with their district superintendent guiding them. They began worshiping in various 
and multiple ways.

Ozier encouraged churches not to delay. Derek Jacobs spoke of his starting The Village in 2008, 
of the highs and lows, and the incredible impact of the new churches. A donor gave 10 acres for 
this. Ozier said that almost all of the new churches struggle just to get to viability, the expense is 
so great. Most meet in schools and strip-mall shopping centers. Ozier showed a video of Melissa 
UMC. Tommy Brumett talked about the members of First, McKinney, who lived in Melissa, and 
KRZ H[FLWHG WKH\ EHFDPH DERXW D QHZ FKXUFK VWDUW� TKH\ GLG KLW D ÀDW VSRW� DQG WKH\ VWUXJJOHG� 
They wondered if they should continue. Stacey Piyakuhn recalled the moment when Jim Ozier 
FDOOHG WR DVN LI VKH ZRXOG FRQVLGHU JRLQJ WR 0HOLVVD� +HU ¿UVW TXHVWLRQ ZDV� ³:KHUH LV WKDW"´ 6KH 
called it the best decision she had ever made. There are new faces, and they have walked through 
valleys; but they are encouraged and have a good foundation. Ozier observed that First UMC 
McKinney had chosen to be a living witness and become a mother church rather than remain 
frozen in time. Ozier encouraged other churches to consider being mother churches.

Not every church grows the same way, noted Ozier. He then introduced Mike Baughman, pastor 
RI 8QLRQ CR൵HH 6KRS� D QHZ DQG GL൵HUHQW FKXUFK VWDUW� %DXJKPDQ WDONHG RI VHHLQJ DQ DQFLHQW 
PDS RQ ZKLFK ZDV DQ DUHD PDUNHG� ³+HUH %H 'UDJRQV�´ :H IHDU WKH ¿UH RI WKH XQNQRZQ DQG DYRLG 
the path of dragons, unless, of course, you have ever wanted to ride a dragon. If you want to ride 
a dragon, there is no better place to be than “Here Be Dragons.” It can be a warning, but it can 
also be an invitation. The Land of Dragons is the unknown wild space that most church planters 
RSHUDWH LQ—ZKHUH PDQ\ DUH FRQVXPHG E\ WKH WKUHDWHQLQJ WHUUDLQ� DQG VRPH OHDUQ KRZ WR À\ DQG 
EULQJ WKH ¿UH EDFN WR WKH FKXUFK WKDW VHQW WKHP� TKLV LV ZK\ ZH QHHG WR VXSSRUW WKH ELVKRS¶V FDSLWDO 
campaign. Baughman said that, in the toolbox session later in the afternoon, he would tell the 
stories of 12 Methodist church planters who have broken conventional rules of church planting, 
IRXU RI ZKRP DUH IURP WKH NTC� 8QLRQ LV RQH RI WKRVH ZKR VWLOO ¿QGV ZD\V WR FRQWULEXWH� 0RVW RI 
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WKRVH ZKR ZRUVKLS DW 8QLRQ ¿W WKH GHVFULSWLRQ RI 6KUR\HU¶V 3RVW�CKULVWLDQ� DQG WKH DYHUDJH DJH 
is 25. Three seminary students have emerged from Union, one of whom, Katie Newsome, will be 
ordained tonight; small children’s capes for sick children all over the world are made out of Union 
ZLWK WKH FURVV DQG ÀDPH RQ WKHP DQG GLVWULEXWHG� %DXJKPDQ HQFRXUDJHG WKH FRQIHUHQFH WR GUHDP� 
to visit the new church starts; and while there, to ask to see the dragon.

Ozier asked all planters and new church starts to stand and be recognized. He then asked how one 
would make the statue come alive. What if instead of waiting, we welcomed people with open 
arms, and what if we went out and invited others? As he spoke, the frozen statue began to come 
alive. The statue then began to dance, as the conference applauded. “Get up!” exclaimed Ozier.

Agency Highlight: Lydia Patterson Institute

Larry George, Director of the Center for Missional Outreach, introduced the Lydia Patterson 
Institute, which, for over a hundred years, has met the challenges of providing for students in 
multi-cultural and sometime dangerous environments. George recognized Dr. Socorro de Anda 
DQG KHU YHU\ H൵HFWLYH OHDGHUVKLS RI /3, IRU 21 \HDUV� $ YLGHR VKRZHG WKH ULJRURXV FRXUVH ZRUN DQG 
extenuating situations of students who sometimes go on to be university professors, returning back 
WR /3, WR WHDFK� )DFXOW\ DQG VWD൵ DUH FRPPLWWHG WR LQVWLOOLQJ VROLG YDOXHV DQG DFDGHPLFDOO\ VXSHULRU 
education. Over 98% of the students at LPI graduate, a testimony to the academic excellence of 
LPI; and they accomplish this in a deteriorating barrio. LPI is in desperate need of repair. The roof 
leaks, and the building is in serious disrepair. LPI will continue in order to build a better world on 
both sides of the wall. Bishop McKee thanked de Anda and encouraged the conference to include 
LPI in a vacation or trip.

Fellowship Time

Reagan Gilliland called on Lisa Greenwood and Jack Soper to play “Lamentations or Taylor 
Swift.” It provided considerable comic relief for the entire conference.

Second Witness

Kim Brannon began by telling a story that started at last year’s annual conference. It happened 
when Bishop McKee challenged everyone last year to spend one hour, one day a week, mentoring 
one child. This spoke to her. She had always been interested in working with children and so she 
OHIW DQQXDO FRQIHUHQFH ODVW \HDU UHVROYHG WR ¿QG D FKLOG� %HIRUH VKH FRXOG ¿QG D FKLOG� WKH FKLOG 
found her.

She received an email from friends at Project Transformation asking her to spread the word in her 
FKXUFK DERXW ¿QGLQJ VRPHRQH WR ZRUN ZLWK D VSHFLDO OLWWOH ER\ LQ WKHLU DIWHU�VFKRRO SURJUDP� +H 
KDV OHDUQLQJ GL൵HUHQFHV DQG VRPH KHDOWK FRQFHUQV� TKH\ ZHUH ORRNLQJ IRU VRPHRQH WR ZRUN ZLWK 
him once a week; he needed some one-on-one attention. She felt like God was knocking her on the 
head with this information. This was her special child. Later that week she went to the after-school 
project at Grace UMC and met Isaac, her special child, a funny, autistic, diabetic child being raised 
by a single refugee mom from the war-torn South Sudan.

)URP WKH PRPHQW VKH VDW QH[W WR ,VDDF DW RQH RI WKRVH OLWWOH WDEOHV ZKHUH \RXU NQHHV GRQ¶W ¿W� VKH 
DQG KH ERWK NQHZ WKDW VKH ZRXOG EH FRPLQJ EDFN� TKH\ EHFDPH ¿HUFHO\ SURWHFWLYH RI RQH DQRWKHU� 
One Wednesday, she was with Isaac as they walked by the beautiful historic stained glass windows 
LQ WKH VDQFWXDU\ DW *UDFH� ,VDDF EHFDPH WUDQV¿[HG� ORRNLQJ DW WKH SLFWXUH RI JHVXV LQ WKH *DUGHQ 
with the light shining through the glass. Brannon asked him if he knew who Jesus was. Isaac said, 
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“God.” Brannon knew from his answer that Isaac would always know that Jesus was with him and 
God would give him strength and courage.

,VDDF ZLOO DOZD\V KDYH WR VWUXJJOH� +H KDV OHDUQLQJ GL൵HUHQFHV� +H KDV D PRP ZKR VWUXJJOHV 
with language and culture and poverty. But, what Brannon knows about Isaac now is that he is 
equipped, empowered by the Holy Spirit. He will do great. Her hope is that those listening will be 
inspired by Bishop McKee this year, or by Danielle Shroyer, and will come away saying, “So this 
one time at Annual Conference….”

Afternoon Keynote Address

Bishop McKee introduced the afternoon keynote speaker, Scott Chrostek. He met Chrostek many 
years ago through Bill Ritter when they were at a large church conference for pastors. Bill, Scott, 
and Bishop McKee share a love for the Detroit Tigers. He went on to say that the Texas Rangers 
have replaced the Tigers as his favorite team. Chrostek is the pastor of Resurrection Downtown, 
and he will talk about what he has done there in a place where people who come are nominally 
Christian at best. Chrostek and his wife are in ministry there together.

Chrostek said that he is still a Tigers fan and had not expected a baseball introduction. He introduced 
his wife Wendy by a picture. They met at Duke Divinity School. He noted that she was not here 
because they have a young son named Freddy. He explained why it was important to introduce 
Freddy, because for the last 8 years, he and his wife had been struggling with infertility. Then they 
were surprised and they are thankful; still they know that this is not the story for everyone in their 
situation.

He was called to plant Resurrection Downtown which is located in Kansas City, Missouri. He 
QHHGHG WR UHSRUW WR WKUHH GL൵HUHQW VXSHULQWHQGHQWV� WKUHH GL൵HUHQW ELVKRSV� DQG WR $GDP +DPLOWRQ—
VHYHQ GL൵HUHQW ERVVHV� CKURVWHN UHFDOOHG WKH SDUDEOH RI WKH ULFK PDQ ZKR DVNHG JHVXV ZKDW KH PXVW 
do to inherit eternal life, and he said that the passage was about requiring extravagant generosity 
and is at the heart of what leaders of churches are called to do—embody extravagant generosity. 
This is easy to say, but hard to swallow.

Chrostek said that our ability to do this hinges upon our openness to this passage of scripture. 
This was not Chrostek’s path; his family had only gone to church on Christmas and Easter, and 
this scripture was not his guide. He was aiming for Wall Street. His degree was in economics. He 
found himself at an early age where he wanted to be yet he was empty. Somehow he found himself 
at Duke Divinity School and came face to face with the appointive system. He found himself in 
SODFHV ZKHUH WKHUH ZDV QR UXQQLQJ DQ\WKLQJ� +LV ¿UVW SDVWRUDO YLVLW ZDV WR ���\HDU�ROG 'ROO\ CDVH 
whose home was insulated by mattresses in the window and who had chickens.

He sat in a rocking chair beside her. He listened and he prayed with her. As he got up, she edged 
toward the porch and in one moment, she wrung the neck of that chicken and gave it to Chrostek. 
Here was this woman who had nothing but chickens in her front yard. She had nothing and 
\HW IRXQG D ZD\ WR JLYH KLP VRPHWKLQJ� )RU WKH ¿UVW WLPH� KH XQGHUVWRRG /XNH 1�� 'ROO\ CDVH 
witnessed to him.

2XU ZLWQHVV EHJLQV ZKHQ ZH JLYH HYHQ ZKHQ ZH WKLQN ZH GR QRW KDYH PXFK WR R൵HU� 0RVW RI WKH 
people in downtown Kansas City have a lot to give but they do not know how to give. The work 
that they are doing does not match who they feel they are in their heart. How does the work that 
ZH GR LQ WKH FKXUFK D൵HFW XEHU GULYHUV" ,Q RWKHU ZRUGV� GRHV WKH ZRUN ZH GR D൵HFW SHRSOH ZKR DUH 
ZDONLQJ XS DQG GRZQ WKH VWUHHWV" TKLV LV WKH VWX൵ WKDW JHVXV GLG HYHU\ZKHUH KH ZHQW� $UH ZH GRLQJ 
this? How? This was the driving question that they asked in downtown Kansas City.
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CKURVWHN GHVFULEHG WKH XQOLNHO\ QLQH SHRSOH ZKR ZHUH WKH ³PLV¿WV´ HOHFWHG WR KHOS VWDUW 5HVXUUHFWLRQ 
Downtown. He said he did not have many gifts but he did have the gift of being able to consume 
YROXPHV RI FR൵HH� VR KH ZHQW ZLWK WKDW� )RU WKH QH[W �1 GD\V� KH ZHQW WR �� FR൵HH VKRSV� LQLWLDWLQJ 
conversations, marking each one by moving a penny from his right pocket to his left until he had 
moved 35 pennies each day. Many responded by trying to get out of the conversation as quickly 
as possible but Chrostek would hand them his card and some would pass that card on to someone 
ZKR QHHGHG D SDVWRU� TKH ³PLV¿WV´ ZHUH SUHVHQW DOO RYHU GRZQWRZQ DW UDFHV DQG HYHQWV� KDQGLQJ 
people water, inviting them to Resurrection, giving of themselves to strangers so that they could 
EHFRPH IULHQGV� :LWKLQ WKH ¿UVW IRXU PRQWKV� WKH � WXUQHG LQWR �00� NRZ WKH\ ZRUVKLS RYHU 1�000 
on Sundays.

FOCUS was their group who literally focused wherever they went on having the eyes to see 
everyone wherever they went, for inviting and engaging, for building Christian community. 
(YHU\RQH KDG D GL൵HUHQW WKLQJ WKH\ FRXOG EH GRLQJ� DFFRUGLQJ WR WKHLU JLIWV� TR VRPH� LW ORRNV OLNH 
playing Fantasy football games; to others, video games. Make friends out of strangers to introduce 
them to Jesus Christ. Not only do you invite others, you say yes when they invite you. He said yes 
to attending a Snoop Dog concert. He sought to get invited everywhere he went.

:H QHHG WR EH HQJDJLQJ DOO GL൵HUHQW PHGLXPV� VR ZH QHHG WR EH ZKHUHYHU SHRSOH DUH VSHDNLQJ LQ 
ways they can understand. Always stay open to interruptions, because if you are looking to meet 
new people, to be interrupted by those who do not know God, all that work happens outside. He 
UHFDOOHG D PHHWLQJ DW D FR൵HH VKRS ZLWK D IXOO\ WDWWHG JX\ ZKLOH CKURVWHN ZDV SODQQLQJ ZRUVKLS 
with someone in his church. The tatted man sat down with them as they planned. An attorney from 
the church walked in while they were planning. He joined them. By the end of that time, they 
prayed for each other. The guy with tattoos is now their worship leader. You have to stay open to 
interruptions. God calls us to stay open and equips us to respond. Chrostek invited everyone to 
close by praying the covenant prayer.

Toolbox Sessions

The toolbox sessions featured sessions by keynote speakers Scott Chrostek and Danielle Shroyer, 
and Witness with Music was led by worship leader Cynthia Wilson; all of these shared their 
thoughts on witnessing. Mike Baughman spoke on how successful church planters are turning 
conventional wisdom upside down. Wes Magruder addressed the practice of dialogue around 
GL൶FXOW LVVXHV DQG 0DUWL 6RSHU DQG %HFN\ 'DYLG +HQVOH\ LQWURGXFHG WKH /XNH � ,QLWLDWLYH¶V 
practice of inviting Witness-Stories—of evoking individuals’ experiences of what breaks their 
hearts and might change the world for them, calling them to leadership. First UMC Garland’s 
relationship with the Islamic Association of North Texas served as an example of Witness-Stories 
that lead to action. Book signings by the keynote speakers followed the toolbox sessions.

MONDAY EVENING
Service of Ordination

St. Andrew United Methodist Church, Plano

Reverend Robert Hasley welcomed the conference to St. Andrew United Methodist Church, Plano, 
for the service of ordination, recognition of orders and commissioning. Music was provided by 
St. Andrew UMC Chancel Choir and Bishop Arts Brass with Dr. Cynthia Wilson serving as guest 
worship leader and Dr. Jonathan M. Gregoire as organist. Each musical selection supported the 
message of taking the Word to the people. Nineteen servants of God were presented, on behalf of 
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the Board of Ordained Ministry in this Annual Conference, for commissioning or ordination in 
WKUHH GL൵HUHQW FDSDFLWLHV�

Those persons commissioned for the work of an elder were: Claudia Megan Davidson Danner, 
5DHJDQ JDQH *LOOLODQG� JDQH CDUQDWKDQ *UDQHU� 3DWULFN (YDQ /LWWOH¿HOG� CKDG (GZDUG 0F6ZDLQ� 
*HR൵UH\ CKULVWRPH 0RRUH� .DWKHULQH +DUULVRQ NHZVRPH� 6DPDQWKD $QQ 3DUVRQ� DQG 5DPVH\ 
Burke Patton.

Those persons commissioned for the work of a deacon were: William Hower Mauldin, Camille 
Elaine Reeder, and Adam Gilbert White.

The persons ordained as elders were: Edgar Gerardo Bazan Garza, Scot Christian Bontrager, 
3DWULFN 0LFKDHO +R൵PDQ, Clayton McLain Horton, Steven Dale Martinez, Jenna Nicole Morrison, 
and Susan Gorham Robb.

As Bishop Michael McKee placed his hand on the each person, he called upon Christ Jesus to 
“pour out your Holy Spirit” upon these messengers of God’s Word as we send them out to proclaim 
the good news of Jesus Christ.

The evening’s sermon was provided by Bishop William T. “Bill” McAlilly, resident bishop from 
Tennessee who wove wit and storytelling to share many powerful messages for the newly ordained 
and commissioned clergy. He said he received his “real” ordination when an experienced pastor 
asked him to accompany him to an auto accident site of some college girls shortly after he had been 
RUGDLQHG� TKLV HYHQW WDXJKW KLP KRZ WR WDON WR VRPHRQH LQ WKH IDFH RI SDLQ DQG VX൵HULQJ� TKH QLJKW 
of Jesus’ ordination his question was, “Whose feet will you wash?” He washed all his disciples’ 
feet, even though there was treachery in the inner circle.

He reminded them that they were being set apart to work for Jesus, and that we cannot be 
unbaptized. In our baptism we are no longer human. There is a cognitive dissonance that occurs 
when the story we tell about ourselves is not an accurate picture. To love one another is to lay 
down any claims that we are better. We will sense God sending us to love. Bishop McAlilly told 
the ordinands to “love one another, serve one another, and go wherever God sends you. This is 
your call; I pray that you will receive it.”

TKH R൵HULQJ IRU WKH HYHQLQJ VXSSRUWHG The Zip Code Connection. The Zip Code Connection is a 
way to connect the Word to communities and to each other. The current communities being served 
by the Zip Code Connection are in South Dallas/Fair Park and in Red River County. As the service 
HQGHG� WKH FRQJUHJDWLRQ VDQJ TKLV /LWWOH /LJKW RI 0LQH� ZLWK HDFK SHUVRQ SDVVLQJ R൵HULQJ WKH 
ÀDPH RI WKHLU FDQGOH WR WKH QH[W DV D V\PERO RI WDNLQJ WKH OLJKW LQWR WKH ZRUOG�

A reception for the newly commissioned and ordained followed immediately after the service in 
the Smith Worship Center.

TUESDAY MORNING BUSINESS SESSION
June 7, 2016

Cynthia Wilson opened the morning session with music, and Dianna Masters led in prayer. Bishop 
0F.HH LQWURGXFHG WKH RUGLQDQG UHÀHFWLRQV�
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Videos of Newly Ordained

Steve Martinez said that small churches must not be abandoned. He was Mexican-American 
living in Western Pennsylvania, where he grew up in the United Methodist Church and saw how 
they were Christ to people. He thanked Milton Gutierrez, Roy Spore, and Cheryl Murray for 
mentoring him; he also expressed gratitude for the inspiration of his aunt. Martinez is excited 
about the future and the call to speak out into the world.
 
Clay Horton is interested in helping people align their values with their lives. He noted that we can 
spend millions consuming products that oppress people or millions on lifting people out of their 
poverty through their hard work. The church has the opportunity to live into our baptismal vows 
DQG VWDQG XS DJDLQVW YLROHQFH DQG WUD൶FNLQJ� +H UHPHPEHUHG VLWWLQJ E\ WKH EHGVLGH RI D G\LQJ 
90-year-old husband of a woman. He had not attended church with her but asked to be baptized 
there in her presence. Horton did that. He is excited about a lifetime of watching God work.
 
Jenna Morrison is excited to serve in the NTC and said that learning will give her the most joy. 
Ministry is about looking at people and seeing them as children of God, created for a purpose; it’s 
like a camera lens that allows God to change our aperture to what God is teaching rather than the 
setting of our own ego. Her college pastor Kip Gills was a great mentor to her. The best witness 
has been her brother, who has taught her healing out of brokenness and getting to have “do-overs” 
as Jesus modeled.

Edgar Bazan ¿QGV MR\ LQ WHDFKLQJ DQG SUHDFKLQJ WKH JRVSHO RI JHVXV CKULVW� TKH ZLVGRP RI WKH 
gospel strengthens people. Preaching and teaching and having relationships are ways to witness 
as an encourager. Bazan has been surround by mentors: Owen Ross, Andy Stoker, and Tim 
McLemore. Because of his ministry, he is what he is, and he is excited to do whatever lies ahead. 
God calls us to move forward.

Patrick Hoffman has a passion for helping people grow and experience God’s grace through 
all the means of grace that we have—worship, Bible study, sacraments, mission trips. Being a 
witness is recognizing the love of God that is always around us. He hopes to show up in presence 
to that witness. Two years ago, he began dating and ended up in El Salvador on a mission trip with 
his wife Jen. She is his partner in ministry, and he could not imagine having a better partner in 
ministry. He is excited to be able to see how the church will continue to witness to the love of God.

Scot Bontrager is most passionate about connecting people with the head and the heart of the 
gospel, what it is to be truly Christian. His daily routine includes the hospital, hospice, and 
teaching. Most of the time his ministry is just showing up, just being in the room with people. A 
witness loves the person in whatever context. Bontrager believes in radical openness to whatever 
comes next. He tries to stay more in tune with what is God doing here. As a member of the Order 
RI 6W� /XNH� KH SUD\V WKH GDLO\ R൶FHV� TKH FODVVURRP LV D ELJ SDUW RI KLV PLQLVWU\�
 
Susan Robb ZDV ¿UVW D KLJK VFKRRO WHDFKHU DQG XQGHUVWDQGV WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI HGXFDWLRQ� 
Education breaks the cycle of poverty and oppression. She sits on the board of New Friends, 
New Life, helping women get an education; it tells them about the love of Christ. The heart of 
everything we do is education about the love of Jesus Christ. The sacraments explore calling 
through the Lord’s Supper, and they express deeply a way to witness. Susan’s husband has great 
integrity through his quiet faith; he shows love. Alyce McKenzie was a great witness who taught 
KHU WKDW SUHDFKLQJ VKRXOG QRW EH ERULQJ� TKH ZRUOG LV GHHSO\ KXQJU\ IRU SHDFH� IRU ¿GHOLW\�
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Council on Finance and Administration

Bishop McKee reminded the conference that we come together every day to remember that we 
are children of God and that we pray with a common voice. May we model the church that God is 
leading us to become. Bishop McKee called on Jodi Smith to bring a piece of legislation that was 
missed yesterday. Smith called attention to Legislative Item #18 [LA 18] and Legislative Item #19 
[LA 19]. Both should have been on the consent calendar.

Legislative Item #18 [LA 18] calls for the merger of Marvin UMC and Whitewright UMC. 
Legislative Item #19 [LA 19] calls for the closing of Living Faith UMC. Bishop McKee asked that 
we take the items together. They were approved.

Bishop McKee thanked Clayton Oliphint and all the members of CF&A. Although Oliphint 
lamented following Cynthia Wilson’s worship with the presentation of apportionments, he went 
on to list all the signs of life, including Wesley campus ministry on the campus of the University of 
Texas at Dallas, new church starts, Healthy Church Initiative and Small Church Initiative, camping 
experiences, camping opportunities, Project Transformation interns and SIMterns (Summer Interns 
in Ministry). Lives are being changed. The NTC had a payout of 95.33% in 2015. That is reason to 
rejoice. Oliphint thanked the Northwest District for achieving 100% payout for the 24th year. He 
also thanked the East District for paying 100% the 21st year. The Metro District achieved a payout 
of 96.5%, the highest payout for that district in 10 years.

Oliphint presented three legislative items for the 2016 Annual Conference. CF&A recommended 
the election of Jodi S. Smith as Conference treasurer for the 2017–2020 quadrennium. The second 
LWHP ZDV WKH UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ RI 5DWOL൵ DQG $VVRFLDWHV DV WKH DXGLWLQJ ¿UP IRU WKH CRQIHUHQFH 
TUHDVXU\ IRU WKH 2016 DXGLW� TKLV ZLOO EH WKH IRXUWK \HDU WR HQJDJH WKLV ¿UP� $ FKDQJH LQ DXGLWRUV 
LV UHFRPPHQGHG HYHU\ 6±� \HDUV� TKH ¿QDO UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ ZDV D EXGJHW WKDW KDG EHHQ DGMXVWHG 
GRZQZDUG VOLJKWO\ DV D UHVXOW RI *HQHUDO CRQIHUHQFH DFWLRQV� TKH ¿QDO *HQHUDO CRQIHUHQFH 
portion of the NTC budget is now set at 3.59 rather than 3.62 million, as printed in the Conference 
ZRUNERRN� TKH ¿QDO FRQIHUHQFH EXGJHW ZRXOG� WKHUHIRUH� FDOO IRU DQ LQFUHDVH RI ���� UDWKHU WKDQ 
1.93%, as originally anticipated. This reduction means that the total apportionment budget is now 
a .64% increase over last year. CF&A worked very hard to hold the annual conference budget 
WR DQ LQFUHDVH RI RQO\ ���� RU D OLWWOH OHVV WKDQ ò RI 1�� C)	$ LV UHFRPPHQGLQJ WKH ¿QDO WRWDO 
for General, Jurisdictional and Annual Conference Apportionments be set at $11,774,900, for 
a net increase of .64% over the previous year’s budget. Our churches, by contrast, showed an 
approximate 3% increase in their budgets for the year.

Oliphint moved the adoption of the three items.

%LOO *DYLWW DVNHG KRZ PXFK PRQH\ LV DYDLODEOH IRU VFKRODUVKLSV IRU FHUWL¿HG FDQGLGDWHV� 2OLSKLQW 
VDLG WKDW ODVW \HDU WKH NTC SDLG �1���000 IRU �0 FHUWL¿HG FDQGLGDWHV� 2OLSKLQW VDLG WKDW LI D SHUVRQ 
ZLOO JHW FHUWL¿HG EHIRUH WKH\ JR WR VHPLQDU\� WKHUH LV PXFK PRUH IXQGLQJ DYDLODEOH WR WKHP� *DYLWW 
moved to increase the budget by $200,000 for the purpose of scholarships. Bishop McKee stated 
that Highland Park UMC has dedicated $150,000 to scholarships for the coming year. Ouida Lee 
spoke in favor of supporting scholarships for candidates; but, since the churches in the conference 
ZLOO EH FDOOHG WR ¿QDQFLDOO\ VXSSRUW WKHVH VFKRODUVKLSV� VKH VXJJHVWHG LQFOXGLQJ D FRPPLWPHQW 
UHTXLULQJ WKH UHFLSLHQWV WR VHUYH D VSHFL¿HG QXPEHU RI \HDUV LQ WKH NTC� 5R\ $WZRRG� PHPEHU RI 
Greenland Hills UMC, lay member from the Metro District, and Perkins student, rose for a point of 
order to state that this condition already exists: Scholarship recipients commit to serve for 5 years 
in the North Texas Conference. Oliphint spoke against Gavitt’s amendment to add to the budget 
for scholarships. Frank Alegria rose in support of Gavitt’s amendment. Oliphint said he believed 
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the capital campaign would help with the matter of student debt. The motion to amend the budget 
by $200,000 failed.

The budget presented by CF&A passed.

Oliphint updated the conference on the CF&A work on the capital campaign. Two years ago, 
Mission Advancement based in McKinney was engaged to conduct a feasibility study. They have 
EHHQ LQ FRQYHUVDWLRQ ZLWK VLJQL¿FDQW HQWLWLHV DQG DUH YHU\ H[FLWHG DERXW ZKDW WKH FDSLWDO FDPSDLJQ 
could mean for the NTC. The cost of land is becoming prohibitive for new church plants to try to 
buy land. This is a concern, in addition to the debt load of young clergy. The capital campaign will 
EH FRQGXFWHG GL൵HUHQWO\ IURP SUHYLRXV FDPSDLJQV� TKLV QHZ IRUPDW KDV ZRUNHG ZHOO LQ ,QGLDQD�

Bishop McKee explained that repairs and upgrades to Bridgeport are really needed. The bishop 
pointed out that part of forming persons for Christian discipleship is how we do camping. Secondly, 
he explained that we know we have to get back in the land business, in partnership with new 
church starts, because no matter how well they do, buying land is an expensive business in the 
growing North Texas area. Finally, Bishop McKee noted that the NTC is looking for more than 12 
million dollars for this capital campaign. The campaign leaders will not be going to every church 
to tell them what their percentage of the total goal should be theirs. Instead, they will be seeking 
out individuals to help the campaign move forward. Bishop McKee said that he and the conference 
need to be comfortable with the way the money is raised. It will take a year or two, but we will be 
DEOH WR VLJQL¿FDQWO\ IXQG WKH ZRUN�

Oliphint stated that anyone interested in making a lead gift in the campaign should share with the 
bishop at the break. Bishop McKee said that we have the capacity to do well. Oliphint asked all the 
members of CF&A to stand, and he thanked them for their service, as did the conference. Oliphint 
thanked the center directors for their work and Jodi Smith for her work as treasurer.

Young Person’s Address

Bishop McKee called the young people to the chancel platform; and Sidney Weidenbach, incoming 
FKDLU RI CRQIHUHQFH CRXQFLO RQ <RXWK 0LQLVWULHV� LQWURGXFHG WKH H[HFXWLYH R൶FHUV IRU WKH FRPLQJ 
year. Weidenbach reported that each year the youth raise money for youth. This is called Youth 
Service Fund (YSF), and each year there is an in-conference organization recipient and an out-
of-conference recipient. This year Wesley-Rankin and Accelerate were those two organizations. 
Accelerate is for those who have aged out of foster care. The youth raised over $5,000.

The district day event for next year will be on August 7th at Hamilton Park UMC. This year more 
than 400 attended at Highland Park UMC. The mid-winter was a success this year, and next year 
WKHUH ZLOO EH QRW RQO\ WZR FDPSV DW %ULGJHSRUW EXW RQH R൵�FDPSXV DW *R CDPS� TKH \RXWK DUH 
very excited to be a witness.

Anna Shipley shared a story of faith. It happened in Rowlett, the day after Christmas 2015, when a 
natural disaster (tornado) occurred. The church opened its doors, and there was constant witness to 
the love of Christ—from wake-up songs at 5AM, to being the hands and feet of the church around 
the clock. Four days later, she was greeted by a 4-year-old boy with a piggy bank. “Well, this has 
quarters in it. I want you to give these quarters to people so that they can wash their clothes.” 
Shipley encouraged the conference to let their witness be just as intentional.

Audrey Chumley, outgoing chair, thanked the conference for their support, Bishop McKee for 
DOZD\V WDNLQJ VHO¿HV ZLWK WKHP� DQG IRU WKH ORYH RI WKH HQWLUH FRQIHUHQFH� CKXPOH\ WROG WKH 
conference that youth have the opportunity to be a resource throughout the church. Young people 



North Texas Conference Journal—2016 185

love to share their faith through social media. The youth challenged everyone to share their love 
of Christ through story.

Laity Address

Bishop McKee introduced Conference Lay Leader Linda Parks and, noting that this was her 
last year to serve as conference lay leader, expressed appreciation for all of her service. Parks 
LQWURGXFHG JH൵ %RXLV DV WKH LQFRPLQJ OD\ OHDGHU� 6KH VKDUHG WKDW IRU WKH ODVW IRXU \HDUV WKHUH KDYH 
been four youth on the Board of Laity, including the CCYM president and a youth district lay 
OHDGHU� 6KH UHSRUWHG WKDW LW KDG PDGH VXFK D GL൵HUHQFH� TKHLU YRLFHV DUH VR FRPPLWWHG� DQG WKH\ 
are brilliant. Parks introduced a video showing pictures sent in by various churches involved in 
ministry and mission. Seventy churches responded to the request to send pictures of their laity at 
work.

Bouis asked Parks what sort of things she had done to get her through the quadrennium as lay 
leader. She responded with advice to speak from the heart, quoted from Philippians 4 (“Do not 
worry about anything”), and showed a prayer shawl that has been her companion for a little 
over 25,000 miles driving around the conference. Parks has been inspired by smiles, hugs, and 
encouragement from the laity, the hundreds of photos received in the past two years of laity in 
service, and the stories shared at all four District Laity Days with Bishop McKee.

Parks said the laity are willing to be in partnership with the clergy, willing to rise to the challenge 
of disaster, and knowing that we are not through yet.

Buois comes to the post as faculty for Heart Paths, a 3-year program in the formation and training 
of other spiritual directors. He is looking forward to meeting more people and hearing how they are 
engaging in ministry. He believes that God is present in all things and working in all things, so he 
looks forward to seeing how the laity and the church can join God in the work that God is already 
doing in the North Texas conference.

Parks expressed the honor and privilege of having served for the last four years and ended with a 
poem entitled ‘Bits and Pieces,” thanking everyone for being bits and pieces in her life.

Award Presentations

Bishop McKee presented the Harry Denman Evangelism Awards, recognizing clergy, youth, and 
lay persons for outstanding service in evangelism. The adult laity recipient was Judy Kline, who 
was currently on a mission trip in Alaska. Her home church is Greenland Hills UMC, where she 
and her team created the Global Village Market.

Haley Macha was the youth laity recipient. She attends Stonebridge UMC and has just completed 
her sophomore year of high school. She served this past year as a chaplain for CCYM and has been 
elected vice-chairperson for the coming year. Haley was nominated and selected by her peers to 
receive the award.

Andrew Forrest was the clergy recipient of the 2016 Harry Denman Award. Forrest is a third- 
generation UMC minister who serves the Munger Place Campus of Highland Park UMC. The 
campus opened in 2010 and has gone from 0 to 1,093 members in six years, with an average 
ZRUVKLS DWWHQGDQFH RI ���� <RXQJ FKLOGUHQ DQG IDPLOLHV ¿OO WKH KDOOV RI WKH FKXUFK DQG WKHLU 
education building. Forrest recognized his father, David Forrest, from the West Virginia Annual 
Conference who had come in to surprise him.



North Texas Conference Journal—2016186

The Francis Asbury Award, an award to recognize and encourage support of higher education and 
campus ministries with the United Methodist Church, was presented to Brittany Burrows. Burrows 
currently serves as the Campus Minister at the University of Texas at Dallas Wesley Foundation. 
In conjunction with Arapaho UMC, Brittany is the founding campus minister. Burrows has a 
long-standing commitment to collegiate ministry, having been involved with the Denton Wesley 
Foundation while a student at the University of North Texas and later serving as Associate Director 
for this ministry before moving into her current role at UTD Wesley.

TKH %LVKRS 2GHQ $ZDUG UHÀHFWV %LVKRS :LOOLDP %� 2GHQ¶V SDVVLRQ IRU HFXPHQLVP DQG LQWHUIDLWK 
outreach. He was instrumental with what was, at the time, the beginning of an interfaith movement 
in the city of Dallas. Dr. Jonathan Palant, a gifted musician serving as minister of music at Kessler 
Park UMC, was this year’s recipient. He is the founder of the ecumenical choir Credo and the 
Dallas Street Choir. They choirs have performed at the Stewpot, the Winspear Opera House, the 
Dallas State Fair Music Hall, and the George W. Bush Library. Palant has the talent to bridge what 
it means to be the people of God in this world. He thanked the conference for the award and said 
that the motto for the Dallas Street Choir is that they are homeless but they are not voiceless. He 
announced that the Dallas Street Choir has received an invitation to perform onstage at Carnegie 
Hall. This will be a concert by the homeless for the homeless.

Fellowship

Reagan Gilliland led four conference members in a brief comic break in the day’s proceedings.

Center for Leadership Development

0DUWL 6RSHU LQWURGXFHG WZR PHPEHUV RI KHU VWD൵—%HFN\ 'DYLG +HQVOH\� $VVRFLDWH 'LUHFWRU� 
and Kelly Carpenter, Coordinator for Children, Youth, and Young-Adult Ministries. The heart of 
their work has to do with supporting churches in the development of lay and clergy leaders for 
the future of The United Methodist Church in the NTC. Their goal is to help churches develop a 
systematic approach to faith formation that honors our Wesleyan tradition for all ages and stages 
DW FKXUFK� DW KRPH� DQG LQ WKH ZRUOG� 6RSHU LGHQWL¿HG WKH DUHDV IRU ZKLFK WKH CHQWHU LV UHVSRQVLEOH� 
A video, A Time for Children, revealed a three-year General Church initiative for holistic ministry 
with children. The four focus areas include: sacred texts, teaching children to pray, pastoral care, 
and soulful self-discovery.

TKH CHQWHU VWD൵ LV IXOO\ DZDUH WKDW RQH RI WKH PRVW H൵HFWLYH WRROV WKH\ KDYH LV D YLWDO FDPSLQJ 
and retreat ministry. Carpenter has researched other annual conferences, held focus groups, and 
dreamed about what could be for camping and retreat opportunities in North Texas. The result is 
a 5-year Strategic Plan which gives clarity to the mission to provide sacred spaces for all to grow 
in the Wesleyan tradition. She believes that they will be successful in accomplishing their mission 
as they focus on connecting with God and others, abundant life in Christ, Christian leadership, 
and sacred places set apart. They have moved all oversight and direction of camping and retreat 
ministries into the Center for Leadership Development. A newly formed committee will bring 
together representatives from Prothro Center at Lake Texoma, Bridgeport Camp and Conference 
CHQWHU� DQG WKH QHZ R൵VLWH FDPSLQJ PLQLVWU\—*R CDPS�

TKH FDPSLQJ DQG UHWUHDW PLQLVWU\ LV H[FLWHG WR EH D EHQH¿FLDU\ RI IXQGV UDLVHG WKURXJK WKH 
FRQIHUHQFH FDSLWDO FDPSDLJQ� $ QHZ VWD൵ PHPEHU� JRVHSK %UDGOH\� ZLOO EHJLQ ZRUN LQ JXO\ DQG ZLOO 
be responsible to liaison with all three camping locations. He will focus on developing integrated 
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curriculum and leadership development programs, as well as multi-generational and year-round 
retreat resources.

Bouie Stewart is the new Go Camp Director. His goal is to make camping and outdoor education 
DFFHVVLEOH WR HYHU\ FKLOG LQ WKH PLVVLRQ ¿HOG� TKLV VXPPHU WKH\ ZLOO SLORW WKH *R CDPS SURJUDP DW 
two sites: Cochran Chapel UMC and FUMC Paris. The new model will provide opportunities for 
college students to develop leadership skills by working as paid counselors at the summer camps. 
In addition, the Summer Internship in Ministry program, launched last year, provides college 
students with a paid internship experience designed for those discerning a call to ministry. Soper 
called attention to the screen and showed several of last year’s SIMterns and introduced the six 
new SIMterns for 2016.

+HQVOH\ UHSRUWHG WKDW \RXQJ SHRSOH ZKR DUH GHHSO\ LQYROYHG LQ H൵HFWLYH FDPSXV PLQLVWULHV DQG 
ministries committed to forming disciples, who are growing into leaders equipped to give a witness 
for Christ, are often attracted to the SIM program and the Leadership Development program. 
A video was shown, focusing on the SMU Wesley Foundation, led by Andrew Beard. Hensley 
concluded with the Luke 4 Initiative, a leadership training program that equips churches to lead 
transformational change in their communities and churches. It is an 8-month program that equips 
FOHUJ\ DQG ODLW\ ZLWK WRROV IRU H൵HFWLYH OHDGHUVKLS WKURXJK VWRU\WHOOLQJ� EXLOGLQJ UHODWLRQVKLSV� 
FUHDWLQJ VWURQJ WHDPV� DQG GHYHORSLQJ D VWUDWHJ\ IRU H൵HFWLYH DFWLRQ� $ YLGHR IHDWXUHG CDURO 
Sparks of Holy Covenant UMC telling the story of how Luke 4 has impacted that congregation 
and community.

Clergy Spouse Organization

Whitney Dowd introduced the Clergy Spouse Organization of the North Texas Conference. 
Michelle Corazao introduced the report, in which the spouses sang new lyrics to the tune of 
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing,” promising that the clergy spouses group would rescue all 
FOHUJ\ VSRXVHV DQG D൶UPLQJ WKH FRQIHUHQFH�

Keynote Speaker

Scott Chrostek recalled several passages of scripture where we hear, “God is with you” and where 
we hear that we can accomplish more than we expect. He asked the conference if we believe that. 
Then he reminded us that in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus tells his disciples, “Remember me;” and 
twenty-four hours later, they are nowhere to be found. He comes back and says, “Remember, I am 
DOZD\V ZLWK \RX� HYHQ WR WKH HQG RI WKH DJH�´ CKURVWHN VDLG WKDW QR RQH KDV HYHU ¿JXUHG RXW KRZ WR 
be the leader Jesus was but that he has decided the only requirement is to be “the wrong person,” 
WRWDOO\ LOO�HTXLSSHG EHFDXVH *RG FDOOV PLV¿WV�

When Resurrection UMC Downtown was started, it was started with “the wrong people” and 
somehow God made it right. It was started at the wrong time, 6 p.m. on Sundays, and in the wrong 
place, a space which was not equipped, accessible, and had no functioning bathrooms. There 
ZHUH RYHU 100 WKDW ¿UVW KRW (DVWHU 6XQGD\� $W RQH SRLQW� WKH\ VWDUWHG TXHVWLRQLQJ DQG GRXEWLQJ� $ 
fourth-grade teacher named Bryan Van visited and sang at church one Sunday night, then, without 
realizing it, Van found himself humming and singing those songs the next day quietly in his 
classroom. A little boy asked him what he was singing and asked him about the church. When he 
heard that there was no air conditioning in the church, the boy went back to his desk, built a hand 
fan, and asked for a popscicle stick to go with it. He then asked if the whole class could make one. 
Van had to go back to Resurrection just to take the hand fans. When he did, he shared the story 
with Chrostek, who shared the story with the congregation. The next time, Van brought the little 
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boy with him. The boy brought an envelope containing 2 dimes and 3 pennies, and that was the 
start of their capital campaign.

In John 4, Jesus cuts through the Samaritan village and talks to the woman at the well. She is 
D SXEOLF GLVJUDFH� DQG� DV KH UHYHDOV WR KHU HYHU\WKLQJ DERXW KHUVHOI—LQFOXGLQJ KHU ÀDZV—KH 
begins to build her up. She goes back and tells others what has just happened. Witnessing is not 
VRPH ELJ WKLQJ� ,W LV VRPHWKLQJ DV VLPSOH DV D P\VWLF FRQYHUVDWLRQ ZLWK D PLV¿W DW D JUDFH�JLYHQ 
time … and it can transform a city.

Chrostek then told the story of Bobby Jo, a woman he met as he was visiting another church. He 
learned that she had started drinking at age 12 because her father was always gone and her mother 
was addicted to pills. She became addicted to pills and began a life of prostitution. She was raped 
16 times, had 24 broken bones, 2 abortions, and slept on an asphalt parking lot beneath a truck. 
Her father died, then her mother. She received a small inheritance and something happened. It was 
like God was talking to her. She bought an old nursing home in the northeast part of town with her 
own money and spent day and night repairing it. She decided she needed to meet her neighbors 
and discovered a houseful of prostitutes. Then she felt nudged to help. She invited them to join her 
rent free. Fast forward 12 years. She owns 12 old houses and 150 people live with her in Christian 
community. It is called the Healing House. They come to worship so that others can see how Christ 
is calling them to transform the world.

Everybody has a story to tell. Chrostek concluded by telling a story about becoming friends with a 
man named Bryan who one day asked him to have a conversation with him and later asked him if 
he was looking for property to build a church. Resurrection UMC Downtown raised $6.5 million 
for a prime piece of land and cleared it for design and development. That piece of land should have 
been a commercial building, anything but a church, but then it would have been too expensive for 
them to buy. It is in the heart of the city. What would have happened if he had not taken time for 
the conversation with Bryan? What happens if we do not remember that God’s love is there for 
us always?

General Conference Delegation Report

As the NTC delegation came to the chancel area, Bishop McKee said there is no group that has 
worked harder around the conference and across conferences in the past two years. Members of 
WKH GHOHJDWLRQ ZHUH D൶UPHG E\ WKH FRQIHUHQFH� TLP CURXFK� GHOHJDWLRQ FKDLU� LQWURGXFHG WKH 
PHPEHUV RI WKH GHOHJDWLRQ DV SUREDEO\ WKH ¿QHVW JURXS RI ³0HWKR�QHUGV´ LQ WKH HQWLUH FRQQHFWLRQ� 
All participated at a high level. Crouch said that the delegation sang at the beginning of every 
meeting throughout the past two years, and they sang in the hallways at General Conference. Joe 
Stobaugh and Timothy Morrison put together a songbook. Crouch estimated 40 or 50 people came 
to General Conference from North Texas and supported them with prayers and presence. The 
Ukulele Choir from Grace Avenue UMC came as well and performed on the last day.

CURXFK LQWURGXFHG JDQ 'DYLV WR ZDON WKURXJK WKHLU SUHSDUDWRU\ ZRUN� 6KH FRQ¿UPHG WKH SUHSDUDWLRQ 
of the delegation. They met monthly and had joint meetings with other annual conferences. Many 
members were instrumental in writing legislation: Ricky Harrison (“A Third Way”), Tim Crouch 
(CCUS), Clayton Oliphint and Don Underwood (Plan UMC Revised). Each delegate was assigned 
to a legislative committee and had a team of people working with him/her. Davis personally had a 
team of seven working on Higher Education and Ministry legislation.

The distinctive character of the delegation was listening—listening to voices of collective wisdom 
DQG WR YRLFHV RI QHZ GHOHJDWHV� TKH\ KDG VHYHQ R൶FLDO OLVWHQLQJ VHVVLRQV� TKH\ UHFRUGHG DOO YRLFHV 
and compiled them for the delegation.
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CURXFK VDLG WKH ¿UVW HLJKW GD\V ZHUH YHU\ GL൶FXOW� TKHUH ZDV DQ DWPRVSKHUH RI GLVWUXVW� WKH\ VSHQW 
several days in protracted debate over the rules. It did not look like the church. There seemed to be 
no real way out. And yet in that darkest moment, some things were happening behind the scenes, 
and Don Underwood from the North Texas delegation was right in the middle of that.

Underwood said that during those eight days of General Conference, a remarkable and highly 
FRQ¿GHQWLDO FRQYHUVDWLRQ ZDV WDNLQJ SODFH LQ D SULYDWH URRP DW WKH 3RUWODQG CRQYHQWLRQ CHQWHU� 
The group was ideologically very diverse, ranging from very conservative to very progressive. It 
was diverse with regard to ethnicity and gender, but it was lacking in terms of global geography 
DQG DJH� TKH PHPEHUV RI WKLV JURXS ZHUH FRQ¿GHQWLDO XQWLO WKH ODVW HYHQLQJ ZKHQ 8QGHUZRRG 
was given permission to list names of the members. They were: Bishop Warner Brown, Bishop 
Bruce Ough, Rob Renfroe with Good News, Maxie Dunnam, Tom Lambrecht and Patrica Miller 
with the Confessing Movement; Mike Slaughter, Adam Hamilton, Tom Berlin, Don Underwood, 
Scott Campbell, Randall Miller, and Matt Berryman, executive director of Reconciling Ministries 
Network, Patricia Hixon of Just Peace, Greg Bergquist, scribe, and later three Central Conference 
bishops.

TKH GLDORJXH ZDV FKDUDFWHUL]HG E\ XWWHU UHVSHFW IRU RQH DQRWKHU� LQ VSLWH RI UDGLFDOO\ GL൵HULQJ 
viewpoints. The tone was utterly respectful, but there was acknowledgement of what appears to be 
LUUHFRQFLODEOH GL൵HUHQFHV� $IWHU D QXPEHU RI PHHWLQJV� WKH FRQVHQVXV ZDV UHDFKHG WKDW DOO RSWLRQV 
should be considered for the future by a commission that has both standing and robust inclusiveness 
for such a task and that is the Council of Bishops (COB). Up until this point, not even the COB 
knew of the existence of this group or of the discussions, and they agreed that Bishop Brown should 
go forward with the request to the COB for the appointment of a commission and for consideration 
RI D FDOOHG LQWHULP *HQHUDO CRQIHUHQFH WR GHDO ZLWK WKH ¿QGLQJV DQG UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV RI VDLG 
Commission.

The request to the COB led to an initial statement made by Council President Bishop Bruce Ough 
to the plenary, which was followed by a request from the plenary that the COB assume a greater 
OHDGHUVKLS UROH DQG UHWXUQ ZLWK D PRUH FRQFUHWH DQG VSHFL¿F UHSRUW� 2Q :HGQHVGD\� 0D\ 1�WK� 
%LVKRS 2XJK UHWXUQHG WR WKH SOHQDU\ DQG UHDG D VWDWHPHQW ZKLFK ZDV D൶UPHG E\ WKH SOHQDU\� 
a statement which empowered the commission to move forward in a leadership role with the 
endorsement of the 2016 General Conference. Underwood stated that this is an historic moment in 
RXU GHQRPLQDWLRQ—WKH R൵HULQJ RI WKH ELVKRSV WR OHDG RQ ZKDW LV WKH WKHRORJLFDO�HFFOHVLDO LVVXH RI 
our time. Underwood believes there will be some needed structural change in our denomination, 
not just around the issue of human sexuality, but also around the role of the Book of Discipline, the 
architecture of General Conference, and the role of American Methodism in the context of a global 
church. We should hear God’s voice calling us to “be not anxious.”

Crouch called on Bishop McKee to share his thoughts on General Confernce 2016. Bishop McKee 
VDLG WKDW ZKHQ KH ¿UVW KHDUG RI WKH FRQYHUVDWLRQ WKDW KDG EHHQ KDSSHQLQJ EHKLQG FORVHG GRRUV� KH 
was happy about it. He had been asking for four years for that kind of conversation to happen. He 
spoke of his professor, John Deschner, at Perkins School of Theology, who told the class that when 
the church began to restructure and merge with the Evangelical United Brethren, they would one 
GD\ GLVFRYHU WKDW WKH\ KDG FUHDWHG D OHDGHUVKLS YDFXXP� +H VDLG WKDW WKH CRXQFLO D൶UPHG WKLV� 
QRW XQDQLPRXVO\� EXW VLJQL¿FDQWO\� +H LV YHU\ SOHDVHG ZLWK ZKHUH ZH DUH� ,Q JXO\� GHFLVLRQV DERXW 
the commission will be made. He felt that, while the Council should have led in 2012, this time 
they will.

TKH CRXQFLO RI %LVKRSV EHJDQ PHHWLQJ RQH DIWHUQRRQ DW � S�P�� DQG VRPHRQH ¿QDOO\ VDLG WKH\ 
needed a break. The conversation had been so enriching that Bishop McKee was hopeful. He is in 
favor of creating paths forward for all of God’s children, but this is not easily done. He will spend 
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a lot of time in our districts and churches, talking about the important issues. He believes the issue 
is much deeper than human sexuality, but we have to come to a point where we acknowledge 
that there is a path for all of God’s children. He asked that all read the statement carefully and 
objectively and allow space.

Crouch said that after that, they started to get some things done. Davis reported on the 
accomplishments: a slightly increased quadrennial budget of $604 million; celebration of church 
milestones, including the 60th anniversary of women’s ordination, the 20th anniversary of deacons, 
the 25th anniversary of Africa University; approval of full communion with the Moravian Church 
in North America; lamentations over the involvement of Methodists in the Sand Creek Massacre; 
approved a resolution opposing sports team mascots that demean Native Americans; votes to 
withdraw from the membership in the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice; action not 
WR GLYHVW IURP IRVVLO IXHOV� FKRRVLQJ LQVWHDG WR LQÀXHQFH FRUSRUDWLRQV ZLWK HQJDJHPHQW LQVWHDG 
of divestment; passing a petition that allows deacons to directly contact their resident bishop to 
request permission to administer the sacraments, thus making it easier for deacons to have such 
authority in particular ministry situations; passing of legislation to encourage local churches to 
VXSSRUW WKHLU FDQGLGDWHV IRU PLQLVWU\� DQG YRWHV WR DSSURYH ¿YH PRUH ELVKRSV WR VHUYH $IULFD DQG 
to add $10 million to theological education in Africa and Europe to educate more pastors and 
theologians.

Crouch concluded by sharing a peace cross from the Korean delegation, which represented 
a prayer to unite Korea. The Korean delegation asked our delegation to pray for an end to the 
division. Crouch thought of this as a metaphor for our denomination, that we might move forward 
DQG ¿QG D ZD\ WRZDUG SHDFH LQ RUGHU WKDW DOO FKXUFKHV PLJKW EH PRUH H൵HFWLYH LQ WKHLU PLVVLRQ� +H 
then asked the conference to close with a song written by John Thornburg, “When the Founder of 
Creation,” a song that was sung at General Conference. Underwood asked the conference to thank 
Crouch, and Joe Stobaugh led in this singing of the song.

Resolutions

Bishop McKee called for Conference Secretary Judith Reedy to read the resolution, Legislative 
Item #21 [LA 21] concerning human sexuality that had been distributed to all delegates. Reedy 
read the resolution, and Mitchell Boone, an author of the resolution, spoke to the resolution, saying 
that although his was the only name on the resolution, a group worked together on the wording of 
the resolution, believing that the only way to extend unity to one another is to extend grace to one 
another in tangible ways. Boone said that unity is not being of the same mind regarding human 
VH[XDOLW\� EXW LW LV WR UHPDLQ WRJHWKHU LQ VSLWH RI GL൵HUHQFHV� TKH UHVROXWLRQ LV DVSLUDWLRQDO DQG 
represents the authors’ desire to have conversation around human sexuality within the conference. 
They hope it will create space and allow all to be honest about their calling, both as laity and 
FOHUJ\—D FDOOLQJ OLYHG RXW LQ LQGLYLGXDO FRPPXQLWLHV RI IDLWK DQG WKH PLVVLRQ ¿HOG WKH\ DUH WU\LQJ 
to reach.

Boone said that the vote on this resolution could be a starting point, a new reality, wherein we can 
be open and honest about where God is leading us, the uniqueness of our call, and the context of 
our ministry, and that while we may disagree, we still know and serve the same God. He asked that 
we begin by refraining from labels we so quickly throw at one another and start having faithful 
conversations about where we are headed as a conference and most importantly as the Body 
of Christ. Boone then moved the adoption of Legislative Item #21 [LA 21]. The motion was  
seconded.

)UHG 'XUKDP� UHWLUHG FOHUJ\� URVH WR R൵HU D VXEVWLWXWH PRWLRQ WKDW WKH NTC� DV LW DZDLWV WKH 
leadership of the Council of Bishops, take no vote on matters of human sexuality, including the 



North Texas Conference Journal—2016 191

matter before the conference for this session. The motion was seconded, and Durham spoke to 
it. He said that the wisdom of the General Conference was a good plan for maintaining unity 
and moving forward. Also, even though the motion seems to be innocuous in its intent, when he 
received it, the label was “one small step in a greater strategy.” It implies that the bishops are on 
one side or other of the argument rather than seeking the unity of the church.

Mike Baughman, clergy from University Park UMC and Union, spoke to the motion before the 
body. He quoted Martin Luther King, Jr.: “Our lives begin to end when we are made silent about 
things that matter.” The original motion is not a statement for one way or another, but it encourages 
us to talk, and we need to speak. This is not an act of disrespect to the Council of Bishops. It will, 
in fact, help them if they know the conversation. We should not refrain from speaking.

.HQW 5REHUWV� ODLW\ IURP +LJKODQG 3DUN 80C� VSRNH IRU WKH PRWLRQ� VWDWLQJ ¿UVW WKDW KH LV IRU JD\ 
and lesbians being recognized as ministers and in marriage, but that he believes we need to stop 
talking—including via social media—and start listening to God. God is talking.

J.D. Allen, Boyd UMC clergy, spoke against the substitute because the original resolution provides 
space for us to listen. This is obviously a contentious matter, and we have had conversations in our 
conference only on a limited basis, seeking to love alike even if we do not think alike.

Ed Lantz, Tyler Street UMC clergy, spoke in favor of the substitute. He believes it is counter-
productive for us as an annual conference to take a vote on this issue when the Council of Bishops 
is prayerfully trying to lead us.

Justin Hancock, extension minister, spoke against the substitute. As one who helped craft some 
of the resolution, he explained that all they were asking for is balanced, productive, fruitful 
conversation. He called us to be mindful, as he is, in living with the scars of liturgical exemption 
from the Americans with Disabilities Act, noting that to be silenced on the issue of justice for one 
group often means we are silent for all.

Reedy read the substitute motion, and Bishop McKee called for a vote. The substitute failed, and 
the original resolution was still before the body.

Marcus Womack, Grace Avenue UMC clergy, spoke for the resolution, stating that perfect love 
casts out fear. He is afraid that, without the resolution, we will not begin to talk with one another.

0DUWKD 0\UH� FOHUJ\� R൵HUHG DQ DPHQGPHQW� $IWHU GLVFXVVLRQ� 5R\ $WZRRG� *UHHQODQG +LOOV 
UMC laity, moved the question to vote on the amendment. The secretary reread the amendment. 
The amendment failed. The original resolution was still before the body.

Wes Crenshaw, Forney UMC laity, stated that he did not understand what was meant by “the new 
reality” in the “therefore” section. Boone explained the new reality as a hope that had emerged 
from those in conversation with one another about the resolution. Boone stated that would be a 
place where we could have open and honest conversation with one another about human sexuality.

%LVKRS 0F.HH UHFRJQL]HG 6WDQ CRSHODQG� /RYHUV /DQH 80C FOHUJ\� ZKR R൵HUHG DQ DPHQGPHQW 
to insert “while joining the bishops and upholding the Discipline” in the “therefore” section. 
Copeland expressed fear that without this insert, the resolution might lead to a practice of 
disobedience and put the conference in a serious place. 

Boone responded that the amendment was not friendly. A motion was made to call the vote on 
the amendment. The secretary read the amendment again; the bishop called for a vote by show of 
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hands. The vote was too close to call, so Bishop McKee asked for a standing vote. The amendment 
passed 356-325.

Wes Magruder, Kessler Park UMC clergy, called the question; the body concurred, and the 
amended resolution was before the body. The bishop called for a standing vote; the resolution 
passed. 

Holly Gotelli closed with prayer.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON BUSINESS SESSION
The afternoon session opened with prayer and with a third witness by Payton Parker, youth director 
at St. Luke “Community” UMC. Parker’s witness took the form of a rap entitled, “All I Need Is 
You.”

Bishop McKee gave a special thanks to First UMC, Carrollton, for hosting the laity session and to 
Christ UMC, Plano, for hosting the clergy session. He then asked all laity and clergy from those 
churches to stand so that the conference could express appreciation to them.

Agency Highlight: SMU & Perkins School of Theology

A video highlighting SMU and Perkins School of Theology was featured. Bishop McKee 
recognized the new Dean of the Perkins School of Theology, Dr. Craig Hill, and announced that 
one-third of Perkins students are from the NTC.

Center of Missional Outreach

/DUU\ *HRUJH LQWURGXFHG WKH CHQWHU¶V IXOO�WLPH VWD൵� 0DUML +LOO� $VVRFLDWH 'LUHFWRU RI WKH CHQWHU 
for Missional Outreach (CMO); Lynn Parsons, Director of the Zip Code Connection; George Battle, 
III, Connections Director for South Dallas/Fair Park (75215); and Melinda Watters, Connections 
Director for Red River County (75426). George recognized the oft-repeated refrain for this year’s 
annual conference session, “Can I get a witness for my Lord?” He recalled the witness of Micah 
as doing justice, loving kindness and walking humbly with God. He recalled Jesus’ witness of 
bringing good news to the poor, release to the captives, sight to the blind, and freedom to the 
oppressed. The CMO is grateful for cooperation of other programmatic and resource centers of 
the conference: the Center for Leadership Development for their Luke 4 Initiative and SIMterns; 
the Center for New Church Development and Congregational Transformation for working with 
emerging congregations to ensure that witness through missional action is part of their founding 
DNA and for helping established congregations to discover the vitality of faith renewed through 
outward-focused priorities; the Center for Connectional Resources for continually calling all to set 
budgets through the lens of missional, transformative witness. The deepest gratitude was expressed 
for the members and pastors of local churches and the clergy serving in extension ministry settings 
IRU WKH UHODWLRQVKLSV EXLOW DQG WKH LQFOXVLYH ORYH R൵HUHG�

George listed One + One and the Zip Code Connection as two ongoing arenas of opportunity to 
be authentic and faithful. Other opportunities are instantaneous, such as response to the Christmas 
tornadoes in Rowlett and Garland, and the spring storms which brought hail in Wylie and twisters 
in Clarksville. At those times, United Methodist Early Response Teams spring into action to aid 
individuals and families in hurting communities to recover and begin moving toward restoration.
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*HRUJH UHÀHFWHG RQ DQQXDO FRQIHUHQFH 201� ZKHQ 5HYHUHQG $OH[DQGUD 5RELQVRQ DQG 'U� $QG\ 
Stoker painted a focused vision of using the strength of our connection to engage deeply in ministry 
ZLWK WKRVH SHUVRQV RIWHQ PDUJLQDOL]HG LQ WZR VSHFL¿F =LS CRGHV—��21� LQ 'DOODV DQG ���26 LQ 
Clarksville. This vision called us to move our witness from occasional acts of mercy to continuing 
collaboration for transformation. Dr. Lynn Parsons became the Zip Code Director and George 
Battle and Melinda Watters joined the team as Connections Directors in Dallas and Clarksville. 
Meetings began to be held in both locations and relationships began to develop.

The core belief of the Zip Code Connection is that the church is called to be a catalyst for 
connection in the community. The vision remains the same as it was three years ago: that by 2025 
both communities will be recognized as vibrant, thriving places—good places to live, work, learn, 
do business, rear children, and practice one’s faith. South Dallas has experienced increased voter 
participation, developed a strong coalition among community pastors, and opened pathways to 
employment for the formerly incarcerated. In Red River county, community engagement has seen 
the development of prayer support for every student by name in the public schools; it has expanded 
the means of addressing racial issues, including the uniting of two long-separate ministerial 
alliances; and it has birthed the Hub, a center for community fellowship and development.

George invited the conference to be a part of this great good news. He quoted Jim Henson, creator 
of the Muppets, who said that “kids don’t remember what you try to teach them; they remember 
who you are.” He referred to teen expert Josh Shipp who said, “Every child is one caring adult 
away from being a success story.” 

Merger

Bishop McKee invited annual conference members to celebrate the merger of Schreiber Memorial 
UMC and Highland Park UMC.

Consent Agenda

Larry George presented the consent calendar. No items had been removed. Vote was taken, and the 
consent calendar was adopted.

Nominations Committee

/LQGD 3DUNV� CRQIHUHQFH /D\ /HDGHU� EURXJKW WKH NRPLQDWLRQV 5HSRUW� DVVLVWHG E\ JH൵ %RXLV� 
incoming Conference Lay Leader. The committee’s report had been distributed to conference 
members in the bags they received at registration. Corrections were made and the corrected 
nominations report was approved.

Fourth Witness

Bishop McKee welcomed Theresa Gentry of Forestburg UMC in the Northwest District as the 
fourth witness. Forestburg is a small, very rural community with three churches. The average 
attendance on Sundays four years ago was 25–30, and they had one young family. Members and 
pastor were concerned about the future of their church; and in the spring of 2014, they began a 
young children’s Wednesday evening gathering with Bible stories, games, and a meal for Pre-K 
through 5th grade. This brought children but no growth on Sunday mornings.

,Q WKH IDOO RI 201�� WKH FKXUFK UHFHLYHG DQ HPDLO IURP D \RXQJ PRWKHU ORRNLQJ IRU D GL൵HUHQW FKXUFK 
home for her family. In addition to the mother and father, there was a 16-year-old daughter and 
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a 10-year-old son. The son had cochlear implants to enable him to hear but did not communicate 
verbally and had a learning disability. In the church they had been attending, the son was placed 
in a room by himself and left alone while the other children did activities. The young mother 
wanted a church that would not only accept and love her husband and daughter but would also 
accept, love, and include her son in worship and children’s programs. Forestburg welcomed the 
entire family. They joined the congregation; the daughter began bringing friends; and the mother 
volunteered to organize and supervise a youth group. The pastor guided them, and “Hands-on 
Youth” began in January, 2015, growing to an average attendance on Wednesday evenings of 25 
teenagers in 6th–10th grades.

The youth are in Bible study led by the pastor on Wednesday evenings, and they provided a 
totally youth-led worship service for the congregation. This summer they are attending youth 
camp. The pastor has been able to connect with the teens and help the mother who started the 
group in developing and nurturing this program for the youth. In addition, the Wednesday evening 
young children’s program, Kid’s Klub, has grown; approximately 30–40 children and teenagers 
are in their Fellowship Hall every Wednesday evening. Sunday morning worship attendance and 
membership have increased to an average of 60. They had three baptisms in April, and the diversity 
of the congregation has increased. God has answered their prayers with abundance. 

Keynote Address

%LVKRS 0F.HH ZHOFRPHG 'DQLHOOH 6KUR\HU EDFN WR WKH FKDQFHO SODWIRUP IRU WKH ¿QDO NH\QRWH 
address. Shroyer talked about bearing witness in a world of fear and wonder. She related the annual 
ritual of Pueblo Native American clans who come together for their most important summer 
ritual—the corn dance. It is vitally important to ensure a good corn harvest. They have intricate 
headdresses and complex foot movements and subtle chant intonations, and every detail is to be 
performed to perfection. And then, later in the day, they send in the clowns. Just as everyone is 
feeling solid and good and deeply reverent, the clowns come. They step on the feet of the man 
leading the dance to disrupt; they poke fun at the dancing; they tug at headdresses and yelp and 
whoop. They are a nuisance, and yet theirs is the most sacred role of all. They are the koshare, and 
their purpose is to disrupt form.

Why is this considered holy? Because the corn dance is a prayer for growth, and growth demands 
new forms. Resurrection is never life as usual. The koshare are not always enjoyed, but they are 
embraced because they remind the Pueblo that the world is not under their control, no matter 
how well they perform the corn dance. Heraclitus was adamant about professing the constancy of 
change in the universe, and he coined the term Logos. Despite all the change that happens, in the 
Logos, the Word, all things are connected and one.

John the evangelist knew this. Jesus continually disrupts our uniformity to bring us into fuller 
unity. His most sacred role is his willingness to unsettle us just as we are getting comfortable. He 
is not doctrine or statement or the Book of Discipline but the Word. Shroyer referenced Karl Barth, 
ZKR ZDV FRQIURQWHG ZLWK WKH XQFRPIRUWDEOH WUXWK WKDW WKH +RO\ 6SLULW LV QRW IRQG RI EHLQJ FRQ¿QHG 
but continually disrupts our forms and was called the wild goose by Celtic Christians.

Shroyer said that we are asked to bear witness in a world of both fear and wonder, dance and 
disruption, to embrace the creative tension that is ever-present in this world. As Rudolf Bahro said, 
“When the forms of an old culture are dying, the new culture is created by a few people who are 
QRW DIUDLG WR EH LQVHFXUH�´ TKHVH SHRSOH GR QRW IDFH WKH GLVUXSWLRQ ZLWK FOHQFKHG ¿VWV� QR PDWWHU 
how many times they are interrupted. They are willing to be open, even while they are dancing. 
They do not bear the burden of carrying all of the sacred. Shroyer said the question is not only 
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whether we can bear witness to the sacred but whether we can bear witness to the sacred in all its 
forms.

Shroyer reminded the conference that miracles nearly always are preceded by disruption in the 
gospels, whether it is a demon-possessed man, or a blind man shouting, or the biggest disruption 
RI (DVWHU� 6KH DOVR UHPLQGHG WKH FRQIHUHQFH WKDW ROG KDELWV GLH KDUG� DQG ZH DUH WHUUL¿HG WKDW 
disruption might lead to failure. What the world needs is people who trust the dance so much that 
even the clowns are welcome. There is no mythical “window of opportunity” that will be lost 
forever. The universe is a far more forgiving place than we often give it credit. As people of faith, 
ZH VKRXOG NQRZ WKLV� 6FULSWXUH LV ¿OOHG ZLWK SHRSOH ZKR PLVVHG WKHLU ZLQGRZ RI RSSRUWXQLW\ RQO\ 
WR ¿QG DQRWKHU� SHRSOH OLNH $EUDKDP DQG 6DUDK� 'DYLG� WKH ,VUDHOLWHV�

The 14 billion year story of the universe says that life is supposed to happen, and it says that 
life happens even when we thought it would be rather impossible to happen. Life is more about 
invention than survival, about creation rather than dominion or defense. Bearing witness means 
OLYLQJ D OLIH RI FUHDWLYLW\ DQG QRW SUREOHP�VROYLQJ� :KDW ZH ¿QG ZKHQ ZH WDNH RXUVHOYHV OHVV 
seriously is joy. Joy has room for the harsh realities of the world and the awe-inspiring wonder 
of the world. Early studies show that people who experience awe feel much more connected to 
others and get along better with them. They become more generous and compassionate. Stability 
is over-rated.

Thank God for the clowns. How do we bear witness in a world of fear and wonder? We smile 
when they send in the clowns. Psalm 23 reminded Shroyer yet again that the love of God is not 
something she has to hunt down or put on her to-do list because she is assured that surely goodness 
and mercy will follow her all the days of her life. She encouraged the conference to remember that 
and to have the courage to dance, no matter what distractions come our way.

Celebrating the 20th Anniversary of Order of Deacons and the 
60th Anniversary of the Ordination of Women

Throughout the conference the 20th anniversary of deacons was celebrated; the deacons were 
recognized, and they participated in the worship services. At the close of the afternoon session, 
%LVKRS 0F.HH DVNHG DOO ZRPHQ FOHUJ\ WR FRPH WR WKH VWDJH� TKH VWDJH ZDV RYHUÀRZLQJ� DQG WKH 
conference gave the women a long, standing ovation.

Closing Worship 
with Holy Communion, the “Reading” of Appointments,

and the Sending Forth

Bishop McKee, the newly ordained, and the cabinet served Holy Communion to the conference 
as the names and photographs of churches and extension ministry settings and the names of those 
persons appointed to those places of service appeared on the sanctuary screens. Bishop McKee 
announced at the conclusion that the appointments for the 2016-2017 conference year were now 
³¿[HG�´ DQG KH R൵HUHG WKH VHQGLQJ IRUWK WR DGMRXUQ WKH 2016 VHVVLRQ RI WKH NRUWK TH[DV $QQXDO 
Conference.


